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The PWI Almanac And Book Of Facts is an essential 
part of your wrestling library. Now in its third printing, 
revised and updated, the 196-page, digest-sized 
1998 edition offers complete PPV, supercard, and 
Clash results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by- 
year history of the sport ... A comprehensive 
overview of 1997 ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac has sold out on most news- 
stands each of its first two years, but now the third 
edition is yours FREE if you use the accompanying 
order form! 


13 issues a year (that’s one every four weeks!) 

Up to 25% off the newsstand price 

Four special i including the 
100-page “Year-End Achievement Awards” 

and the “PW/ 500” 

‘y right to your home 
And, of course, The 1998 PWI Almanac 
And Book Of Facts 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through 
the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnifi- 
cent full-color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling 
action at its best. PWI includes exclusive features you 
can’t get anywhere else: Our comprehensive “Arena 
Reports” ... Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial 
“Off The Top Rope” . . . An incisive “Press Conference” 
with one of the sport's top stars . . . Extensive “Ratings” 
. .. Monthly columns by Stu Saks, Bill Apter, Dave 
Lenker, Dave Rosenbaum, and Andy Rodriguez. And 
don't forget: Your subscription to PWI includes the spec- 
tacular 100-page year-end issue, priced at $4.95 on the 
newsstand (if you can find it!) and every other special 
we produce throughout the year. 
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@ Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 

| am enclosing $34.70 for a 13-issue subscription—a 
20% savings off the newsstand price! 

| am enclosing $65.00 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
25% savings off the newsstand rate! 

CO) | wish to receive the 1998 PWI Wrestling Almanac as 
a bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 

to cover postage and handling 

| would like to order the 1998 PWI Almanac only and 
have enclosed $7 as payment in full 


VISA # 


-| MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: __/ 


MO/YR 


Signature: 
Send to: London Publishing Co. 


P.O. Box 2021, Dept. 9 
Marion, OH 43302 


NAME 


ADDRESS APT. 


CITY STATE ZIP 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: 
$45.10 for 13 issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues 
($130.00 airmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for 
orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you 
receive your first issue. 
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WILLIAM THE GREAT 

| challenge the experts at 
WresTLe America to tell me who is 
going to beat Bill Goldberg. This 
guy is devastating. He’s undefeat- 
ed so far, and judging by the way 
he looks, | don’t think anyone 
could beat him. He walks right 
through people. 

Goldberg speared Disco Inferno 
so hard on Nitro one night that 
Inferno’s spit nearly flew into the 
upper deck of the Superdome. 
Two weeks later, Kendall Wind- 
ham unleashed a stream of 
punches and kicks that bounced 
off Goldberg like water off a duck’s 
you-know-what. Goldberg nearly 
put him through the mat in less 
than a minute! The intensity he 
brings to the ring is contagious, 
and the crowd is on its feet as 


Bill Goldberg makes quick work of Steve 
McMichael. in fact, Goldberg has made 
quick work of everyone he has faced. 
Reader Doris Mulhern is impressed. 
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snd letters to: 


soon as he is introduced. There 
are times when | watch Goldberg 
in the ring and think, This guy is 
unbeatable. Whoever ends up 
with the belt better watch out 
because it looks like Goldberg can 
take it from anybody whenever he 
feels like it. 
| know Goldberg is already 
dealing with injuries, but | hope he 
can stay healthy, because he 
should go right to the top of WCW. 
J.J. Dillon ought to turn this guy 
loose—he could straighten out the 
WCW-NWO problem right away. 
DORIS MULHERN 
Jefferson, MO 


QUESTIONABLE CALL 

It was great to see the return of 
Wrestling Bad Guys in WRESTLE 
America (April 1998). But | must 
take exception to the “Wimps & 
Warriors” selections. 

How anyone can call Steve 
Austin a wimp is beyond me. True, 
he does pander to the fans. Yes, 
he does market his tough-guy atti- 
tude as much as he can. .And he 
does use a lot of cliches. But the 
man has overcome a potentially 
career-ending injury and consis- 
tently takes on the baddest cus- 
tomers in the WWF. A turncoat? 
Yes. A wimp? No. 

If you are looking for a wimp, all 
you need to do look on the next 
page and you’ll see Scott Hall, 
erroneously called a “warrior.” Hall 
is a wrestler who never lived up to 
his potential as a good guy ora 
bad guy. He hides behind a gang 
of thugs, and he loses more 
matches than he wins. 

And if you’re tired of hearing 
Austin repeat himself, count how 
many times Hall has lumbered into 


Faarooq is one of the baddest men in 
the WWF, but Steve Austin isn’t afraid 
of him or anybody else. This, says read- 
er Michael Paone, makes “Stone-Cold” 
a true warrior. 


the ring to do his stupid survey in 

the last month. Ted DiBiase is a 

wimp, and Sabu is definitely a 

warrior, but sorry, guys, you have 
Hall and Austin mixed up. 

MICHAEL PAONE 

Tampa, FL 


SMART CHOICE 

| think Bret Hart made the right 
decision by sticking Vince Mc- 
Mahon with that pile of garbage he 
calls a wrestling federation 
(“Point/Counterpoint,” April 1998). 

Look beyond the fact that Bret 
Hart can never trust McMahon 


again. Forget the fact that Mc- ° 


Mahon never really intended to 
pay Bret the money they agreed 
to. These reasons were a factor, 
but | think Bret made the right 
move because of the talent shift to 
WCW. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Did you ever wonder how YOU 
could get into Pro Wrestling? 
Maybe 2s a valet, manager or even a wrestler? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestiing positions? 
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Bret Hart was smart to go to WCW, says 
reader Eric Frye, who believes the 
“Hitman” will benefit from wrestling the 
great wrestlers in his new promotion. 


Who is left in the WWF after 
Steve Austin and Shawn Mi- 
chaels? Ken Shamrock? At least 
Bret will have a chance to shine 
against top-flight competition. 
Deep down, | bet the “Hitman” 
didn’t want to go through the 
upheaval of switching federations. 
| hope success in WCW will erase 
the memories of working for that 
ingrate McMahon. 

ERIC FRYE 
Philadelphia 


COLORADO IN TENNESSEE 

It’s about time you WRESTLE 
AMERICA gave some ink to one of 
our local boys from Music City 
Wrestling. I’m referring to The 
Colorado Kid (“Independent Data 
Bank,” April 1998). 

Kid continues the fine tradition 
of Tennessee wrestling that was 
threatened by the dissolution of 
the USWA. | hope he can earn 
MCW a name in the major mar- 


(Continued from page 4) 


kets. That is, if the fans really want 
to see good wrestling, not the 
gangland junk they show on WCW 
and WWF. Whether Kid gets 
famous or not, | sure hope he 
stays here in MCW, where his tal- 
ent is appreciated. 
ELMER O. JOHNSTON 
Lebanon, TN 


The Colorado Kid is one of the top stars 
in Music City Wrestling, a new promo- 
tlon based in Nashville. Reader Elmer 
Johnston hopes he sticks around. 


DDP’S LONELY FIGHT 

What does Dallas Page have to 
do to get some support from his 
WCW allies (“DDP: ‘There Are 
Too Many Cowards In WCW,’” 
April 1998)? 

| find it hard to believe that the 
Steiners, Lex Luger, and Sting— 
men who have shown their med- 
dle throughout the years—are 
nowhere to be found whenever 
Page is attacked by the NWO. 
Whenever they do show up, it is 
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Dallas Page can beat Curt Hennig on his 
own, but he struggles when the entire 
NWO attacks him. Several readers would 
like to see DDP get more help in WCW. 


usually only one or two of them, 
and it is too late. 

It makes no sense that Page 
has to fight this battle on his own. 
On paper, the WCW roster match- 
es up well against the NWO’s. But 
when it comes to heart, it looks 
like DDP is the only one who can 
compete. 

MARLENE COOPER 
Marietta, GA 


| suggest that “Diamond” Dallas 
Page pack up his belongings and 
get out of WCW. Insulting people 
who are clearly not willing to 
watch your back is no way to 
gather support. If the great “stars” 
of WCW don’t want to save 
Page’s skin every time he gets in 
trouble, then he must find a way to 
get along without them. Clearly 
they don’t care that their promo- 
tion is being overrun by thugs and 
goons. 

If pride cannot elicit a response 
from the non-NWO faction of 
WCW, then Dallas Page sure 
can't. 

ED MONAHAN 
Springfield, MOF 
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Since its debut in 1992, the Wrest AMERICA concept has proven to be wildly popular 
with the wrestling public. No other magazine offers such well-rounded coverage of the 
U.S. wrestling scene. Supplies of back issues are limited, and at only $5 apiece 
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Flair-Race. 
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Rude & Bobby Heenan, Roddy Piper, Tammy 
Fytch-Kimberly. 
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Sting? Magazine Within A Magazine: The Greatest 
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Inoki-Muta. 
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Wright, Jer Tower, Sabu. 
Winter 1995; Luger's Message To WCW: Leave Me 
Alone—All | Want Is The Belt! Magazine Within A 
Magazine: Turnbuckle Turkey Awards, Plus: Paul Orndorff, 
Shawn Michaels, Bret Hart, hay Bradford, 
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RST HULK HOGAN. Now Dusty 
Peicces Who’s next? Barney the 

Dinosaur? Mickey Mouse? Jenny 
McCarthy? 

These days, children don’t have a lot of 
heroes to look up to. Unfortunately, the heroes 
they have can’t always be trusted. The other 
day, my son, Brandon, asked me how Hulk 
Hogan could have gone from 
being a good guy to such a 
bad guy. 

“People change,” I told 
him. 

“Why?” he asked. 

“They just do.” 

“Will you change?” 

“T’ve changed,” I said. 

“How?” 

“In a lot of ways. For 
example, I used to work in 
Rockville Centre, New York. 
Now I work in Ambler, 
Pennsylvania.” 

“But will you ever change 
the way Hulk Hogan did?” 

eNox 

“How do you know?” 

The answer is that we 
don’t know for sure. Nobody 
knows for sure. Ten years 
ago, Hulk Hogan had no idea 
that he would one day turn 
against the fans, turn against 
everything he stood for, and 
become wrestling’s most hated man. Six 
months ago, Dusty Rhodes probably would 
have laughed if you had told him that he would 
join the NWO. Back then, he was among the 
most outspoken critics of the renegade outfit. 

But now Dusty Rhodes and Hulk Hogan, 
who both were once heroes to a lot of children 
and a lot of adults, are bad guys. Rulebreakers. 
Whatever you want to call them, they are both 
members of the New World Order, and on 
wrestling’s scale of justice, that makes them 
the enemy of good. 


Dusty Rhodes rev- 
eled in the fact that 
he was one of wres- 
tling’s baddest men 
when he was team- 
ing with Dick Mur- 
doch as The Outlaws 
in 1970. Who would 
have thought we’d 
see him on the bad 
side in 1998? 


am Keport 


with Bill Apter 


Should we be surprised? Well, my son was 
surprised. And I was surprised, too, to tell you 
the truth. I was surprised a few years ago when 
Hogan turned bad and I was surprised at this 
year’s Souled Out pay-per-view when 
Rhodes—known as “The American Dream”— 
decided that his intense personal hatred for 
Larry Zbyszko was enough to turn him against 


everyone in WCW. 

And this was the same Rhodes who a few 
weeks earlier at Starrcade "97 was ready to 
lead the celebration when Zbyszko beat Eric 
Bischoff to save Nitro for WCW and Sting 
beat Hulk Hogan (temporarily at least) for the 
WCW World title. 

The thing with Rhodes and Hogan was that 
many of us thought they were past their rule- 
breaking days. Hogan was a rulebreaker when 
he broke into wrestling and became a hero dur- 
ing his stay in the AWA. Rhodes was a rule- 
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breaker when he teamed with Dick 

Murdoch in a dangerous tag team 
called The Outlaws. Hogan and Rhodes, how- 
ever, both appeared to have relieved rulebreak- 
ing from their systems. 

Personally, I thought Hogan would eventual- 
ly retire to the cheers of an adoring crowd. He 
still might, but at this stage, it will be tough. He 
might have to return to the WWE at some point 
for that to happen. 

As for Rhodes, he has retired. He acknowl- 
edges that his wrestling days are behind him. 
Many people enjoy the commentating work he 
has done for WCW pay-per-views and WCW 
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Hulk Hogan was 
booed very loudly 
when he was feuding 
with Andre the Giant 
in 1980. Now, nearly 
18 years later, he is 
hearing boos again. 
it’s becoming really 
difficult to find good 
role models in wres- 
tling. 


Saturday Night. There ap- 
peared to be no reason for 
him to turn bad. 

So it goes back to a- 
nother question my son 
asked me: “Why do some 
wrestlers turn bad?” 

Unfortunately, I had to 
tell him that while some 
rulebreakers do turn bad 
with good intentions— 
meaning they really feel 
the way they’re acting and 
think they have to turn 
bad—some do it for the 
attention and some do it 
for the money. 

I think Rhodes and 
Hogan both turned rule- 
breaker for the attention 
and the money. These 
days, bad is good in wres- 
tling. Attend any WCW 
card, especially Nitro and 
Thunder, and you’ll see 
dozens of pro-NWO ban- 
ners and fans wearing 
black NWO _ T-shirts. 
When Scott Hall does his 
“Who did you come to 
see?” routine, the majority 
of people cheer for WCW, 
but not an overwhelming 
majority. In the old days, 
meaning no more than five 
years ago, fans of fan 
favorites outnumbered fans 
of rulebreakers by an over- 
whelming margin, maybe 
15-1 at an average card 
(that’s why the good guys 
are called fan favorites). 
These days, the margin is 
more like 3-2. 

This is very disheartening because I think it 
says something about our country, the way our 
young people are suddenly looking up to rebels 
and ne’er do wells, to the NWO and DeGen- 
eration X instead of Sting and Ken Shamrock. 

It scares me, because I have two young chil- 
dren, and when I look at them, I wonder if 
they’re getting the right message. You see, 
they’re constantly being bombarded by two 
messages, one good and one bad, and you know 
they're receiving both. You just hope they’re 
rejecting one. 

I hope it’s the right one. O 
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Dusty Rhodes 


HO WOULD HAVE thunk it? The “Clubberin’ 
Wie getting a kind word in this column. He 

may be past his prime, but at Souled Out 
‘Dusty Rhodes finally became a man. “The American 
Dream” became WCW’s worst nightmare when he 
showed them the direction that tradition is taking. 
Dan Shocket ripped him. Eddie Ellner barbecued 
him. | have no choice but to salute the black and 
white polka dots, the retired wrestler formerly known 
as “The Buffet Buffoon.” 

Tony Schiavone and all the other spineless WCW 
loyalists can wail all they want, but Dusty is just get- 
ting back to basics. He dusted off the bionic elbow 
and knocked down the gates of the decaying and 
nearly condemned Larryland. He is back to being a 
“Texas Outlaw.” | dare say that the late Dick 
Murdoch would approve. 

Welcome back, “Dream.” Now show a new gener- 
ation what clubberin’ those rules is all about, baby. 
Time to hit ’em in the belly welly! 

From The l’ll Open A Can Of Whoop *** On Your 
Ear Dept.: | understand the WWF’s need to gain 
some mainstream attention to offset the ratings beast 
that is Nitro. But Mike Tyson? The bitingest man in 
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America would not have been my first choice. Vince 
McMahon tried to make things all glitz and glamour 
when he was about to announce what Tyson’s role 
would be (guest referee), but Steve Austin had other 
ideas. Vince did a great imitation of being indignant 
toward “Stone-Cold,” but secretly, he was counting 
the cash and buy rate numbers for WrestleMania 
XIV. Hey, Vince, | hear O.J. Simpson is available for 
WM XV. 

From The Titanic Had Its Iceberg, WCW Has ... 
Dept.: Who else thinks that Bill Goldberg is not the 
Rookie of the Year? He has shown the polish and 
poise of a veteran. He has manhandled anyone and 
everyone, including Steve “Mongo” McMichael. 
Everyone (not me, of course) calls him a Steve 
Austin knockoff, but | think that’s an insult to 
Goldberg. There was a time when Austin acted 
instead of talked, but now he won't “shut the hell up.” 
Goldberg could do it for him if he ever got the 
chance. 

From The Spawn Of An American Nightmare 
Dept.: | hated Goldust as a family man fan favorite. 
For months, | so longed for the days when he held 


Mike Tyson 
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psychological advantages over freaked-out oppo- 
nents. | should be more careful of what | wish for 
these days. Now there’s no gold in Goldust or on 
Goldust for that matter. He is now an array of person- 
alities that makes ManCactusLove look positively 
stable. The problem is that it’s not working. He’s los- 
ing a lot more than winning as Baby Huey and a 
variety of other artificial cartoon characters (Sable 
included). Time to dust off (pun intended) the gold 
face paint and give the wig a shake. As far as his 
taste in women—let's just say that it’s apparent he’s 
not a leg man. 

From The | Wish He’d Find An Intern Dept.: WCW 
Executive Committee Chairman J.J. Dillon is defi- 
nitely setting a precedent for sheer ineptness. Let’s 
recap. He’s powerless to get rid of Eric Bischoff. He 
seems to be intentionally helping his side lose the 
war with the NWO by tying the hands and restricting 
the actions of his wrestlers. Then he holds up the 
WCW World title when it was clear that “Hollywood” 
Hulk Hogan cleanly pinned Sting at Starrcade and 
the night after Starrcade. Then he anoints Roddy 
Piper president for a day and allows him to make an 
executive decision regarding the status of a title that 
shouldn't have been held up in the first place. | guess 
there’s something in the by-laws that says if you 
appear on Walker: Texas Ranger, you get to run the 
promotion (it will be funny when the rerun airs on the 
USA Network opposite Nitro). Piper can’t even “act” 
like a leader. I’m shocked he didn’t just name himself 
the champ. He can’t get the belt any other way. All 
Dillon and Piper need now is a third Stooge to com- 
plete the set. 
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From The Don’t Plug Wrestling Bad Guys Dept.: It 
was made crystal-clear to me by the editorial dicta- 
tors that | was not to use this column to promote the 
mag within a mag, Wrestling Bad Guys, which is back 
for its second issue. So | won't. | won't tell you that its 
jam-packed with pro-rulebreaking fare. | won’t bother 
to inform you that we pick out the fan favorites that 
look good (or should | say bad) to, us. | won't even tell 
you that you can e-mail the mag at WrestlingBad- 
Guys @ yahoo.com. Nope, won’t ever do it. 

And finally, “Straight Talk” kicks off its first Shawn 
Michaels follicle follies update. It seems that the old 
hairline of “Yawn” is heading north,faster than dissat- 
isfied WCW wrestlers. This report is. brought to you 
by the Hair Club for Wrestlers. Apparently, WWF 
wrestlers have been seen running out of the showers 
in terror because someone keeps letting a guinea pig 
loose in the drain area. Alas, it was discovered to be 
the estranged tresses of “The Rogaine Kid.” Tune in 
next time, wrestling fans. Remember, same bald 
Shawn time,.same bald Shawn channel. 

[Editor’s note: We will be tuning in next time. 
Unfortunately, we now have to put up with reading 
Brandi’s views on wrestling in this space six times a 
year, but at least that’s better than having to do it, 
Say, seven times a year. As always, we remind you 
that the views expressed in this column are those of 
Ms. Mankiewicz alone, and they do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of anyone else on the staff of this 
magazine.] . oO 
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DAN SEVERN 


They are two of the most dangerous wrestlers in the sport. And the thing is, they 
didn’t start out as wrestlers. Ken Shamrock and Dan Severn made their names in 
the Ultimate Fighting Championship, and they were two of the best in the game. | 
Severn, a three-time UFC champion, is 6’2” and weighs in at 265 pounds. He 
is also the reigning NWA heavyweight champion, though he rarely defends that 
title. “If he wrestled more often,” said one promoter, “he’d be in the top 10 all 
the time. He has tremendous talent and wonderful dedication. Too bad he 
spreads himself too thin.” 
Shamrock is 6’,.235 pounds. He never won the UFC, but was consistently among 
its toughest competitors. He defeated Vader, a three-time former WCW World 
champion, in his first big WWF match last May. Although he had not yet won a 
major title as of press time, Shamrock had established himself as a major player in 
the WWE. Recently, he found himself at odds with The Nation of Domination when 
Mark Henry, his partner in a tag team match against D-Lo Brown 
and Rocky Maivia, turned against him. 

So what brings Shamrock and Severn together on this stage? Well, Severn 
should be arriving in the WWF soon, where he is expected to wrestle more 
frequently and take on a higher caliber of competition. Will Shamrock wrestle 
Severn? Will they form the “ultimate” tag team combination? Nobody knows 
for sure, but if they wrestle, it won’t be the first time they've met. They split 
their two head-to-head UFC showdowns. Now we have them back together, 
once again, in the theater of the imagination ... “Head To Head.” 


ROAD WARRIOR HAWK 

Let me tell you something, brother. I've wrestled 
Severn before, and he’s one tough customer. Never 
underestimate this guy's strength or his determina- 
tion. One of the toughest singles matches | ever had 
was against him. Severn doesn’t look all that tough, 
and | thought | might be able to go into the ring and 
break him in half, but it didn’t happen thot way. The 
man can wrestle. He knows what he’s doing out 
there. 

Now we've all heard about the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship and how tough some of those guys.are 
supposed to be, but until you step into the ring and 
find out about them for yourself, there's no way of 
knowing. These men know how fo use their ener- 
gy—! can tell that much—and what they almost 
always do is concentrate on one part of your body 
and wear it down, until, before you know it, you're 
wrestling without that part of your body. 

Anybody who's ever stepped into the ring knows 
you need your entire body if you're gonna win a 
match. Severn and Shamrock—guys like that take 
part of your body away real well. They put you at 
disadvantage right away and don’t give you time to 
recover. 

You know, these guys are both tough, and 
they're evenly matched, but that doesn’t mean the 
match would go on for a long time, because | don't 
think they would want it to. | don’t think anybody 
could take it. They're in great shape, but that doesn’t 
amount to nothing when you're going all-out all the 
time. 

The way | see it, Severn’s won the UFC, Sham- 
rock never has, so why should the wrestling ring 
change anything? It won’t. Severn would beat 
Shamrock, although I’m not saying it would be easy. 

Road Warrior Hawk wrestled Severn sev- 
eral times in the NWA and has teamed with 
Shamrock in the WWF. 
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DORY FUNK JR. 


There's nothing like a couple of tough guys get- 
ting into the ring and slugging it out for a while, 
and when you're talking about tough guys, you've 
definitely got two of the toughest in Shamrock and 
Severn. Not that Shamrock doesn’t have his weak 
spots. | mean, he got his butt kicked pretty bad by 
Mark Henry. But I'll cut him some slack on this 
account. He didn’t know it was coming. Heck, he 
thought Henry was on his side. 

But then again, let me tell you what would've 
happened if Henry messed with Severn the way he 
messed with Shamrock. First, Henry would have 
had the advantage for a while, maybe get in a few 
cheap shots, but before you knew it, Severn would 
have geared up that defensive game of his, gone 
into transitional mode, and whipped the living day- 
lights out of Henry. Henry would've rued the day 
he made the mistake of blindsiding Dan Severn, 
because when Severn gets mad, you don’t really 
want fo have to deal with him if you don’t have to. 

Not that I’m a big Dan Severn fan. No way. But 
|'ve wrestled Severn a few times and | know what 
he’s all about. Just when you think you have him 
all figured out, he comes at you with something 
else, then he comes at you with something else 
again. You're figuring that eventually he's going to 
run out of moves, his bag’s going to come up 
empty, but it never really does. It’s like he’s in- 
venting moves all the time. You have fo be a top- 
notch counter wrestler to have success against 
Severn. 

Don’t get me wrong, | think Shamrock’s o good 
wrestler. It’s just that he got his butt kicked by 
Mark Henry, that’s all. Severn would beat him with 
that armbar of his in about 10 or 12 minutes. 

Former NWA World champion Dory Funk 
Jr. has wrestled Severn in the NWA several 
times. 
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This is the best, and let me tell you why: It's 
because you have two men who know what 
wrestling's all about, who know about being tough 
and know about learning the moves. They've done 
their homework and they go into the ring prepared. 
You know, sometimes it amazes me the way some 
wrestlers step into the ring with hardly any talent at 
all, with hardly any training at all, and they expect to 
get by just because they're big or because they think 
they're tough. They're not prepared at all. It's amaz- 
ing that some people can be so reckless with their 
bodies. 

I'm never reckless with my body. | always | know 
what I'm doing. | have a plan. I've trained. I've 
worked hard. But enough about me. You wanted to 
know what would happen if Ken Shamrock wrestled 
Dan Severn, so I'm gonna tell you. 

The match would start out slow, because neither 
of these two men are stupid enough to just jump into 
anything, no matter what the situation. They'd wait 
each other out, but they wouldn't try to read each 
other's minds, because they wouldn't have to. They'd 
know all about each other, all about tendencies and 
everything else. There'd be no surprises. 

But they're both tough, that’s what | like about 
them, and after about a minute or so, they'd go at it, 
maybe lock up and test each other's strength. People 
might say that's not doing much, but | know that it is, 
because they'd be using all their energy. Then finally 
they'd go at if, start throwing some moves at each 
other, and before you knew it, the man with the best 
experience would win, and in my mind, that’s 
Shamrock. He's beaten Vader. Who has Severn ever 
beaten in wrestling? Shamrock by submission to that 
anklelock he uses, 

ECW TV champion Taz is one of the most 
dangerous wrestlers in the world and the 
master of the Taz-mission. 


_ MARC MERO 


Why do you care about Dan Severn and Ken 
Shamrock? Who cares about Severn and Shamrock? 
Don’t you want to hear about me? Well, |'ll tell you 
what would happen. I'd beat Shamrock and I'd beat 
Severn in no time flat, and if you don’t believe me, 
then you don’t know what you're talking about. | am 
the master. | am “Marvelous” Marc Mero and nobody 
can stop me. 

Look at me. Look at the man. | have the woman, | 
have the looks, and | have the ability. Severn and 
Shamrock have nothing, but they wish they had what | 
have. Sable? Yeah, right. Think she'd hang out with 
either of those two clowns? No way, and they'd better 
not have the guts to ask her. She's mine. She belongs 
to me. She's the one who takes off my robes, she’s the 
one who caters to my every need. 

Wanna know about Shamrock and Severn? Fine, 
I'll tell you. First of all, | think Shamrock got lucky 
against Vader and got his butt kicked by Mark Henry. 
By the time The Nation of Domination is through with 
Shamrock, there won't be anything left of him to 
wrestle Severn. 

As for Severn ... what's a Severn? What did he 
ever do? Win the Ultimate Fighting Championship? Big 
deal! That’s a freak show, my friends, a freak show 
consisting of men who can't make it in professional 
wrestling. When’s the last time a UFC fighter ever won 
the WWF World title? Severn might be able to beat a 
lot of the guys in the WWF because he'd throw a lot of 
those UFC moves at them and maybe surprise them. 
That wouldn't work with Shamrock, because he’s seen 
all that before. He'd wait Severn out, wait for that one 
stupid mistake, and then use that ankle hold for the 
win. End of story. 

Former Golden Gloves boxer Marc Mero, a 
former WCW TV and WWF Intercontinental 
champion, considers himself one of the tough- 
est wrestlers in the world. 
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MIKE TYSON CAN MAKE IT IN 


WRESTLING 
By Dave Lenker 


F WWF OWNER Vince McMahon truly recog- 

nizes that his company Is in the war zone 

against WCW, then he must sign Mike Tyson to 
a wrestling contract, 

Simply put, Tyson should be encouraged to 
cross the threshold of another sport, as Brian 
Pillman did, as Faaroog (Ron Simmons) did, and 
as Mark Henry did. For years, athletes have 
enjoyed success In the squared circle after star- 
ring in other sports. A generation ago, Ernie Ladd 
became one of the first pro football stars to 
achieve greatness in wrestling as well as football. 
We saw Lawrence Taylor make a successful one- 
night crossover from football when he beat Bam 
Bam Bigelow at WrestleMania XI. The match— 
and LT’s appearance—made the extravaganza 
memorable. 

Mike Tyson can do more for the WWF wrestling 
community than any of the aforementioned 
high-profile athletes ever 5 
did. 

First, Tyson comes along 
at a time when the WWF 
is desperate to rub finan- 
cial shoulders with WCW, 
which is currently blowing 
away the long-time lead- 
er in “sports entertain- 
ment.” Tyson can be a 
captivating dash of bright 
yellow, red, and blue on 
what is now a palette of 
drab gray. Moreover, 
Tyson is a former heavy- 
weight boxing champ. 
Let’s face it, few public 
figures command the 
attention and press cov- 
erage Tyson does. 


Consider that just a few larity and in wrestling ability. 
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hours after Tyson appeared at the 1998 Royal 
Rumble, the nation’s most prominent media fig- 
ures were dogging McMahon for the details of 
Tyson‘s visit. “Are you going to sign him to a con- 
tract?” the newshounds asked. “Can he wrestle 
for you?” 

Of course Mike Tyson will be able to wrestle. 

He comes from a sport that pits man against 
man. Wrestling, like boxing, demands individual 
superiority, unlike team-oriented sports that rely 
on players working together to achieve a mutual 
goal. Mike can go it alone and willingly. He has 
the endurance to match up against any of the 
WWF's top technical wrestlers, including Shawn 
Michaels and Steve Austin. 

Best of all, Tyson’s charisma will keep the audi- 
ence hanging on his every word. His unpre- 
dictability in the ring would keep fans throughout 
the world tuned in to the WWF. If you thought 
Tyson-Holyfield || was unsa- 
vory, picture Tyson going 
face to face with Goldust. 

The point is this: Tyson is 
larger than life, and with 
him, the WWF can become 
larger than life again. The 
WWF is no longer about 
wrestling. It’s about show- 
manship. Showmanship is 
more appealing to fans 
than substance. McMahon 
has seemingly been work- 
ing under that hypothesis 
for a few years now. Cer- 
tainly, with Tyson donning 
the tights, McMahon will 
have his king of the ring for 


Steve Austin, perhaps the WWF's hottest commodity 
right now, isn’t the least bit intimidated by Mike Tyson. years To. come: 
Dave Lenker thinks Tyson could match Austin in popu- 


Dave Lenker is edifor-in- 
chief of Wrestle AMERICA. 
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There are two sides to every story, and nowhere is that more true than in 


professional wrestling. Every issue, two of the world’s most respected mat 


Journalists will debate an important issue concerning the sport, facing off for an 


exchange of ideas, leaving the final decision up to YOU! 


MIKE TYSON CAN’T MAKE IN 


WRESTLING 
By Bryan Ethier 


sons why Mike Tyson doesn’t belong in any ring, 
period, 

Reason one: rape. 

Reason two: Evander Holyfield’s ear. 

Reason three: Don King. 

Need | go on? It would be ill-advised for Vince 
McMahon to hire a character as volatile as Mike 
Tyson. 

We're talking about a convicted rapist, folks, 
We're talking about a guy who “snapped” in the 
ring during his last fight with Holyfield and twice bit 
off a piece of the champ’s ear, 

We're talking about a social deviant who has 
had his boxing license suspended because he 
cannot act with decorum in the ring. 

Don King? | won't even dignify this soace with 
my opinion of King. 

Consider the following: Beauty queen Vanessa 
Williams was de-crown- 
ed for posing nude in a 
men’s magazine. Pete 
Rose was banned from 
baseball amidst allega- 
tions that he bet on the 
game. Somewhere a- 
long the line, the right 
people in both organi- 
zations realized that 


| = ME YOUR ear and |'ll give you three rea- 


anti-social behavior 
does not befit a true 
champion. 


The same holds true 
for Tyson. His reputation 
has been tarnished be- 
yond recognition. To 
add a misfit like Tyson to 
the WWF would only 
degrade the quality and 


June/1998 


Mike Tyson should be punished for his sins, not reward- 
ed, says Bryan Ethier. He believes signing Tyson would 
integrity of the organiza- not help the WWF in the long term in its war with WCW. 


tion. Hey, we already have cross-dressing Goldust, 
the lewdly psycho DeGeneration X, and Sybill 
clone Mick Foley, a.k.a. Mankind, Cactus Jack, 
and Dude Love. Do we need yet another comic 
book character? 

Jim Cornette was right when he urged the 
WWF to get back to its roots and put wrestlers in 
the ring, not soap opera starlets. Tyson applying 
a “sharpshooter” on Steve Austin? Spare me. 
Just because Tyson is a superbly conditioned 
athlete does not mean he will be able to master 
the nuances of wrestling. Leglocks, wristlocks, 
power bombs, piledrivers—can Tyson successful- 
ly learn these holds and maneuvers? 

Even if he does, Tyson lacks the glow of such 
stars as Shawn Michaels. Michaels is gregarious, 
yet articulate ... charming, yet haughty. Tyson? 
Can he mumble his way through a 10-minute on- 
screen dialogue with polished announcers such 
as Jim Ross? He hasn’t shown 
a propensity for dealing with 
the media during his boxing 
career, And that’s a prereq- 
uisite of any top-shelf grap- 
pler nowadays. 

Don’t expect Tyson to bring 
new fans to the WWF. Like 
spectators at a bullfight, some 
potential fans may tune in just 
to see if Tyson gets gored. 
Then they will walk away sick- 
ened, Ultimately, devout fans 
of the WWF will also grow tired 
of watching hours of “sports 
entertainment.” Likely they'll 
end up with WCW. And that 
would further erode Mc- 
Mahon’s shrinking fan base. 

Bryan Ethier is a senior 
writer for Wrestle AMERICA. 
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WORLD TITLE 
RANKING M Cl 12-IH_ THE SKINNY 
1. Sting + 1 | Say what? 
2. Hulk Hogan = 7 1 Quit whining 
3. Lex Luger + l 12 Don't forget about him 
4, Scott Hall = 2 4 No more surveys! 
5. Kevin Nash + 1 5 Cuff him! 
6. Bret Hart + ] 6 Smooth transition 
7. Randy Savage 5 l No self-control 
8. Ric Flair - 2 7 Forget about Bret 
9. Dean Malenko = 3 7 Quiet excellence MARTEL 
10. Bill Goldberg + l 10 Somewhat intense When Rick Martel made 
his WCW debut, many young 
aac Sat sheets fans probably didn't know 
RANKING M Ci _12+41H_ THE SKINNY Re. 
1H WN b E 1 1 ' competitor. t had been 1 
B/S = 00 swee years since he lost the AWA 
2. Steiners 5 | Can't you get along? World title to Stan Hansen 
3. Bagwell/Konnan | 3 Not a threat fle pea ccs ee ae bee 
a € ° 
4, Public Enemy 2 4 Forgotten duo Mattel quickly proved to the 
5. Barbarian/Meng - 3 3 Stick to singles fans that he should still be 
U.S. TITLE included among the best 
wrestlers in the world. 
Martel has made the TV 
1. Dallas Page + 1 1 Working man’s champ Pea Seite rence come 
9 Chris Benoit S 1 9 5 h talent close to winning it on several 
. Mirts Benol # O much ralen occasions. He has already 
3. Chris Jericho = 1 3 Dr. Basil calling cleanly defeated a number of 
4. Booker T + ] 4 Where's Stevie? GAG al eal 
5. Rick Martel + l 5 Model citizen? lap ete eas 


Saturn. Now he is perched at 
the threshold of his first major 
championship in more than a 
decade. 

Interestingly enough, 
Martel’s finisher, the Que- 
becer (Boston) crab, is the 
same hold that cost him the 
AWA belt to Hansen. Maybe 
now it will bring him champi- 
onship joy instead of the 
si =. defeating pain he felt years § 

Bill Goldberg Sem ago. 
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R FE Video Presents... 


Bloodbaths, Brawls and Women 


Here they are...The best and the bloodiest 
bouts from the legendary ECW. Now all 
the table-smashing, skull-splitting 
mayhem of the world’s most extreme 
wrestling league is yours to own and 
watch whenever you want. Over 10,000 
Saavy fans receive the RF Video Update 
each month, and these are the top-rated 
tapes. Check ‘em out during this special 
introductory offer, and find out what 
makes ‘em so hot. 

ECW TV 16 Sandman vs. Cactus Jack (3 
matches), Raven vs. Dreamer, Melanie vs. 
Guerrero, Benoit and Melanie vs. Mikey and 
Norman Smiley, Raven and Richards ys. 
Dreamer and Mikey. 


ECW TY 17 Sandman ys. Cactus (Barbed 
Wire Match), Sandman vs. Shane Douglas, 
Beulah vs. Luna Vachon, Public Enemy ys. 
Pitbulls, and the ECW debut of the Gangstas. 


ECW TV 18 Raven and Richards beating 
Public Enemy for the Tag Titles, Taz vs. 2 Cold 
Scorpio, Taz and Eddy Guerrero ys. Melanie 
and Scorpio (twice), Cactus and Dreamer and 
Pitbulls vs, Raven and Richards and Dudleys. 
Cactus and Melanie and Scorpio ys. Steiner 
and Guerrero, Public Enemy vs. Gangstas. 


ECW TY 20 Melanie vs. Guerrero (Final 
ECW Match), Francine vs. Beulah (Cat Fight), 
Raven and Richards vs. Pitbulls, Steiners vs. 
Scorpio and Benoit, Raven and Richards vs. 
Pitbulls (Double Dog Collar Match). 


ECW TY 21 Steiner and Taz vs. Eliminators 
and Scorpio, Steve Austin imitating Hulk 
Hogan, Rey Misterio Jr. Vs. Psicosis (twice), 
Public Enemy and’Mikey vs. Sandman and 
Scorpio and New Jack (Cage Match). 


ECW TY 22 Public Enemy vs. Gangstas, Taz 
and Rick Steiners vs. Eliminators. Cactus vs. 
Dreamer, Misterio Jr. and Konnan vs. LaParka 
and Psicosis, Sandman vs. Mikey. 


ECW TY 23 Cactus and Raven vs. Dreamer 
and Funk, Heavenly Bodies debut in ECW, 
Konnan ys. Jason, Mikey vs. Misterio Jr., Steve 
Austin vs. Mikey (twice), Sabu return to ECW. 


Send Me: 
OECW 25 
CIECW 26 
CECW 27 
OECW 28 
DOECW 29 
CIECW 30 
OECW 31 
EIECW 32 
OECW 33 


O ECW 16 
O ECW 17 
O ECW 18 
0 Ecw 19 
0 ECw 20 
O ECW 21 
O ECW 22 
0 ECW 23 
OO ECW 24 


OECW 34 
OECW 35 
CECW 36 
OECW 37 
C1 ECW 38 
CO ECW 39 
C1 ECW 40 
ECW 41 


State Zip 


Mail Order Form To: RF Video PO Box 797 Langhorne, PA 19047 


ECW TY 24 Steve Austin and Mikey and 
Sandman (3 way dance), Misterio Jr. Vs. 
Psicosis (Mexican Death Match), Raven vs. 
Dreamer, Public Enemy vs. Heavenly Bodies, 
Shane Douglas returns to ECW. 


ECW TY 25 Eliminators vs. 911 and Rey 
Misterio Jr., Konnan vs. Sandman (Bloodbath), 
Sabu vs. Steve Richards, Rob Van Dam ys. Ax! 
Rotten, Scorpio vs. Mikey, Sabu vs. Van Dam, 
Misterio Jr. vs. Juventud Guerrera, Headhunt- 
ers return, Sandman vs. Raven. 


ECW TY 26 Raven and Richards vs. Dreamer 
and Douglas, Brian Pillman debuts in ECW. 
Headhunters vs. Bruise Brothers, Raven vs. 
Douglas (Pillman runs in). Sabu vs. Scorpio, 
Eliminators and Richards vs. Pitbulls and 
Francine (Triple Dog Collar Match). 


ECW TV 27 Headhunters vs. Gangstas, 
Cactus vs. Chris Jericho, Misterio Jr. vs. 
Guerrera (2 matches), Cactus vs. Mikey 
(Cactus’ last ECW match). Gangstas - 
Eliminators Brawl) 


ECW TY 28 Raven and Bruise Brothers vs. 
Dreamer, Douglas and Sandman. Sabu vs. 
Mikey, Taz vs. Jericho, Pitbulls and Dreamer 
vs. Bruises and lee, Dreamer vs. Lee, Raven vs. 
Douglas. 


ECW TV 29 Sabu vs VanDam, Douglas vs. 
Scorpio, Taz vs. Scorpio, Jericho vs. Mikey, 
Jericho vs. Scorpio, Eliminators and Lee vs. 
Dreamer and Gangstas. 


ECW TY 30 Brian Lee and Bruise Brothers 
vs. Dreamer and Pitbulls, Raven vs. Pitbull 2, 
VanDam vs, Mikey, Douglas vs. Pitbull 2, 
Sandman vs Richards. 


ECW TY 31 Jericho vs. Pitbull #2, Dreamer 
vs. Lee (Weapons Match), Gangstas vs. 
Eliminators, Sabu vs. VanDam, Eliminators vs. 
Sabu and Mikey, Jerico vs. Douglas vs. Pitbull 
#2 vs. Scorpio (4 Way Dance). 


ECW TY 32 Sabu vs. Louie Spicolli, 
Sandman ys, Richards, Eliminators vs. Okano 
and Yamada, Dreamer ys. Raven from Japan, 
Shane Douglas vs. Pitbull #2, and a 4-way 
dance for the Tag Titles. 


Tape prices 
1 for $20, 2 for $35, 3 for $50, 4 for $65, 
5 for $80, 6 for $95, 7 for $110, 8 for 
$125, 9 for $140, 10 for $155. 
BONUS - Buy more than 10 tapes at 
once from this ad - all tapes after 10 will 
be $10 each. 
[Enclosed is my check or money order 
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ECW TV 33 Doug urnas vs. VanDam, Taz vs. 
Dreamer, Lee vs. Terry Gordy (Bad Street 
Match), Dudley vs. Axl and D-von Dudley. 


ECW TV 34 Sabu and VanDam vs. Furnas 
and Kroffat ( 30 minute draw) Taz vs. Johnny 
Smith, Eliminators and Lee ys. Dreamer and 
Gordy and Steve Williams, Douglas vs. Pitbull 
#2, Lee and Richards vs. Dreamer and 
Sandman (Ultimate Jeopardy). 


ECW TV 35 Jericho vs. Scorpio, Eliminators 
vs. Gangstas, Taz vs. Guido (Shoot Fight), 
Sandman ys. Scorpio, Douglas vs. Dreamer, 
Sabu and VanDam vs. Kroffat and Furnas. 


ECW TY 36 ECW Royal Rumble, Douglas 
and Francine vs. Dreamer and Beulah, Taz vs. 
VanDam, Raven vs. Mikey, Raven y. Sandman, 
Candito vs. VanDam. 


ECW TY 37 Gangstas vs. Morton and Rich, 
Raven vs. Sandman (Texas Death Match), 
Raven vs. Sandman (Hair ys. Belt), Raven vs. 
Steve Williams, Funk vs. Brian Lee. 


ECW TY 38 Funk vs. Tommy Rich, Sabu and 
VanDam ys. Eliminators (Tables and Ladders), 
Dudleys vs. Gangstas, Funk and Dreamer vs 
Lee and Raven, Lance Storm vs. Balls 
Mahoney. 


ECW TV 39 Taz vs. VanDam, Funk vs. Brian 
Lee, Balls vs. Sandman (Twice), Funk vs. Axl 
Rotten, Sabu vs. Spike Dudley, Raven and 
Shane vs. Dreamer and Funk, Great Sasuke 
and Hamada and nanina ys Taka and Men’s 
Tech and Dick Togo (Michinoku Pro G-Man). 


ECW TY 40 Preview of “Barely Legal”, 
Eliminators vs. Dudleys vs. Gangstas (3 Way 
Dance), Video clips of “Barely Legal”, Rob 
Van Dam ys. Pitbull #2, and the Evolution of 
Mr. Monday Night. 


ECW TV 41 Gangstas vs. Dudleys vs. 
Eliminators (3 Way Dance), Bam Bam 
Bigelows return to ECW, Rude’s debut as TV 
commentator, Sabu and Van Dam vs. Taz and 
Candito, Dreamer vs. Spicolli, Sandman vs. 
Balls, Raven and Richards vs. Funk and 
Dreamer. ; 
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What? ing wrestling into the 21st cen- 

In one of the biggest shockers since that tury, baby!” Rhodes said. “And 
renegade organization invaded WCW, “The who’s a better man to help 
American Dream” double-crossed Larry Zbyszko them than me, ‘The American 
at Souled Out and announced that he intended to Dream’? | have brought so 
bring a little tradition to the NWO. much to this business for so 


De RHODES HAS joined the NWO. “This organization is bring- 


Dusty Rhodes helped Scott Hall get his start in wrestling. Now, as a new 
member of the NWO, he regularly accompanies Hall to the ring. “The 
American Dream” had his reasons for betraying WCW 


long.” 

Rhodes claimed 
that in recent years, 
“corporate Ame- 
rica” has attempt- 
ed to reduce his 
influence in WCW. 
The three-time 
former NWA World 
champion called NWO head Eric 
Bischoff “a man of vision” and said 
that the NWO is the reason for WCW’s 
increased popularity. 

At Souled Out on January 24, 
Rhodes was seconding Zbyszko for his 
match against Scott Hall. After 
Rhodes and Zbyszko threw Louie 
Spicolli, who had interfered in the 
bout, out of the ring, it seemed as if 
they were going after Hall. Then 
Rhodes blasted Zbyszko with an 
elbowsmash and unbuttoned his shirt 
to reveal an NWO T-shirt underneath. 

“We just added another legend in 
the sport,” Hall said. “The man finally 
realized what the NWO is all about.” 

Hall may crow about Rhodes, but 
Hall and the rest of the NWO have 
their problems, too. There was some 
obvious tension between Hall and Hulk 
Hogan in the days leading up to 
Hogan’s World title showdown against 
Sting at SuperBrawl. As winner of the 
60-man battle royal at World War III in 
December, Hall was originally slated to 
receive the SuperBrawil title bout. 

“Hey, there’s nothing between me 
and Scott,” Hogan claimed. “Every- 
thing is cool.” 

That definitely is not the case with 
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J.J, Dillon didn't make any friends in the NWO when he and the 
rest of the WCW Executive Committee decided to ban the 
power bomb. Kevin Nash has yet to stop using the move. 


Hogan and Randy Savage. “Hollywood” and the 
other NWOers are leaving the “Macho Man” to fend 
for himself. 

“They have a problem with me doing things my 
own way,” said Savage. “They want to control my 
career, and I’m not gonna let that happen!” 

Kevin Nash’s troubles center around a maneu- 
ver: the “jackknife” power bomb. The WCW 
Executive Committee banned the move after Souled 
Out, where Nash used it on The Giant, giving him a 
concussion. 

That didn’t stop Nash. Two nights later on Nitro, 
he used the power bomb on Ray Traylor, and three 
nights after that, he used it on referee Charles 
Robinson. WCW responded with a $50,000 fine. 

“We are not going to allow Nash to flout our 
rules,” said J.J. Dillon, chairman of Executive 
Committee. “If he uses the power bomb again, that 
fine will be tripled, and if he keeps using it after that, 
it will go higher and higher and higher.” 

Nash was unfazed. 

“Hey, what do | care?” he responded. “We'll pay 
the fines, however high they go. They’re singling me 
out. Other guys use the same move and they’re not 
touched. WCW doesn’t care about the move; it’s the 
guy doing the move they want.” By the way, I’ve 
also heard of several WCW wrestlers not being 
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thrilled with Dillon’s decision. 

Rey Misterio Jr. won't be doing much moving for 
a while, at least not in the ring. The three-time for- 
mer WCW cruiserweight champion is expected to 
miss up to five months following surgery to repair 
the anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) on his left knee. 
The knee was injured when Chris Jericho blasted 
him in the leg with a toolbox. Jericho won the cruis- 
erweight belt from Misterio at Souled Out. 

| was surprised to see Rick Martel return to a 
major federation, but the former AWA World cham- 
pion has done very well so far. Martel’s immediate 
target is the TV title, which he nearly won from 
Booker T at Souled Out. 

“People might think that because they haven't 
seen me for a while, | haven’t got what it takes any- 
more,” Martel said. “Well, I've already proved that 
isn’t true.” 

“He really has impressed me,” Booker said. 
“Honestly, | didn’t know much about the man, but he 
has a lot of integrity. He’s been very up-front about 
wanting my belt. He hasn’t attacked me in the ring 
or been sneaky in any other way.” 


Rey Misterio Jr. will likely be out until early in the summer 
with a serious knee injury. It wasn’t the high-risk style that 
he uses that got him in trouble. It was Chris Jericho. 
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Even a bigger surprise than Martel’s success has When Benoit began complaining that he was being 
been the rapid rise of Bill Goldberg. The man’s no- overlooked for a title shot, Page was pleased to 
nonsense attitude has captivated fans and _ offer hima shot at the U.S. belt. 
impressed fellow wrestlers. “He’s a guy you're best “He reminds me of me,” Page said. “Not too long 
ago, the promoters didn’t think | was 
main event material, and | had to go 
out there and show them | was. 
That's what Benoit needs to do, and 
if | can help him get there, that 
makes me happy.” 

Doesn’t seem like there’s much 
that can make Raven happy. He and 
‘his gang continue to terrorize WCW 
arenas, but they’re not having the 
impact Raven would like. 

“When you've been through the 
disappointment and pain and agony 
that is my life,” Raven sighed, “you 
realize that the recognition will come 
slowly. But it will come. | can assure 
that.” 

It's a shame that terrifically talent- 
ed young guys like Sick Boy, Perry 
Saturn, and Billy Kidman are under 

Raven’s twisted influence. | hope 
they'll soon realize this guy is drag- 
ging them down. They easily could 
be stars in WCW on their own. oO 


Bill Goldberg continues to manhandle every opponent 


who has the courage to step into the ring with him. He's 
not having any success getting title shots, though. 


advised to stay away from,” Lex Luger said. 

Having finished his feud with fellow ex-football . 
player Steve McMichael, Goldberg said he’s ready 
to move up to title competition. 

“| realize | haven’t been here long,” Goldberg 
said, “but | know I’ve demonstrated that | have the 
skills and the drive to make things happen. All | enol olen that the hpleer of a maj 
need now is the opportunity.” for quality opponents agains 

U.S. champion “Diamond” Dallas Page recog- [iepeeereuvnneaserataaabetr 
nized that Chris Benoit needed an opportunity. 


champ Dallas Page 
Benoit accept his offer of a title shot. 
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HOW BRET EXPOSED 


_ Has the presence of Bret Hart in 
| WCW (opposite page, left) in- 
' spired Lex Luger to wrestle bet- 

ter in his matches with the 
| NWO’s “Buff” Bagwell (above)? 

Maybe. One thing that does seem 
_ certain is that he does want to be 


_ known as a leader now. 


When Bret Hart entere 


d WCW, everybody expected 


him to assume a leadership role in the war against 
the NWO ... but nobody expected his arrival to have 
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By Craig Peters 


the NWO, the issue of leader- 
ship among WCW’s wrestlers 
has been a hot topic. 

Everyone was waiting for someone 
to step up to the plate and become 
WCW’s counterpart to “Hollywood” 
Hulk Hogan. And admittedly, in those 
early days of the NWO, WCW wres- 
tlers were caught off-balance. Would 


Fite SINCE THE formation of 


q such a profound effect on Lex Luger! 


Sting be the leader? Ric Flair? Dallas 
Page? Who? There must be someone 
around whom the good guys can rally! « 

The fact of the matter, though, is 
that nobody was really sure who the 
good guys and the bad guys were at 
that time. For a while, it seemed like 
the NWO was snapping up wrestlers 
like the WWF snapped up regional 
territories back in 1985. The sport was 
thrown into a state of chaos as WCW 
competitors on both sides of the rule- 
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No one has ever questioned Lex Luger’s strength or his ability 
to physically dominate opponents in the ring? His character is 
a different story. 


book tried to decide whether they 
really wanted to work with each 
other ... and to figure out what this 
NWO thing was all about, anyway. 

All of which worked to the NWO’s 
advantage. While WCW was thrown 
into chaos, looking this way and that 
for a focal point of leadership, trying 
to understand and absorb the rapid 
changes that were taking place, the 
NWO grew stronger. 

And stronger. 

And became dominant. 

And amidst it all, a few wrestlers 
and journalists wondered the follow- 
ing: What about Lex Luger? How 
does “The Total Package” figure in? 
Why isn’t he stepping up and pro- 
viding the leadership we sorely 

*need? 

“Luger has a history of playing 
it very cool,” said one WCW fan 
favorite who requested anonymity, 
“and that really worried a lot of the 
guys around here. You were 
never really quite sure whether 
Luger was going to show up on 
television the next day wearing an 
NWO T-shirt or not. He’s that kind 


24 


of guy—outspo- 
ken, sure, but 
also reserved in 
a way. Me? | 
never trust him 
100 percent; 
then again, | do 
not trust anyone 
in this sport 100 
percent any- 
more.” 

“It's true, a lot 
of talk about 
WCW leadership early on centered 
on Luger,” said WCW broadcaster 
Tony Schiavone. “Just like a lot of 
the talk today centers around Sting 
and Bret Hart.” 

Ah, yes, Bret Hart. The “Hitman.” 
The best there is, the best there 
was, and the best there ever will be. 

That's a phrase that has to gnaw 
away at the core of Lex Luger. 

“You guys in the press want to 
always make a big deal out of noth- 
ing,” Luger told WRESTLE AMERICA. 
“The truth? Come to me, I'll tell ya 
the truth. The truth is that | wel- 
comed Bret Hart into WCW with 


Luger catches Bagwell with an elbow to the head. Now that his 
feud with “Buff” is essentially over, Lex can move on to bigger 
things. Like becoming a more vocal leader in WCW, perhaps? 


open arms. Yes, the man is a leg- 
end. Yes, the man commands 
tremendous respect from anyone in 
the sport, fan and competitor alike. 
All| ask is that WCW’s officials don’t 
lay out the red carpet too much for 
this guy. Just like anyone else in 
WCW, Bret should have to earn his 
title shots, earn his main events, 
and earn the big matches.” 

But does the presence of the 
“Hitman” in WCW make Luger feel 
threatened in any way? 

“Threatened? Why should | feel 
threatened?” he asked. “I’m at the 
top of the sport, and have been for a 
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It used to be that all Luger cared about was getting his oppo- 
nent into the “rack” and getting his hand raised by the referee. 
Now he cares more about what others in WCW think of him. 


long, long time. Nothing is going to 
remove me from this spot, not you 
people in the press, not the NWO, 
not the arrival of Bret Hart into 
WCW ... nothing. I'm going to con- 
tinue to do everything in my power 
to make sure that the NWO contin- 
ues to crumble, that it crumbles 
quickly, and that it can never re- 
form.” 

Sounds like words coming from a 
WCW leader, no? 

“No,” said another fan favorite. 
“Luger isn’t a leader. Never was, 
never will be. He’s strong, he’s 
tough, he can wipe the mat with 
Hulk Hogan. But a leader? It’s just 
not in his personality. He’s the per- 
fect number-two man, a superb lieu- 
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tenant. He-has 
all the physical 
tools for total 
domination, no 
question about 
that. But to be a 
leader takes 
charisma, takes 
vision, takes a 
sense of pur- 
pose that Luger simply doesn’t 
have. | think he’s happy to be just 
one of the boys when it comes to 
leadership. Trouble is, he wants to 
be the top dog when it comes to 
ratings and title matches and all 
the rest of it. He wants to have it 
both ways, and it’s never gonna 
happen.” 

“| wish you'd tell me who said 
that so | can sit down, man-to-man, 
and have a real serious talk with 
him,” Luger responded. “There are 
plenty of different kinds of leaders, 
Some lead with their words, some 
lead by example. | think I’ve set a 
damn good example around here 
these last few months, and anyone 
who doesn’t think so might want to 


Five years ago in the WWF, Luger and Bret Hart were bitter 
enemies. We aren’t necessarily going to see that feud heating 
up again ... as long as Lex doesn’t feel Bret is a threat to him 
in WCW. 


have a few words with ‘Buff’ 
Bagwell or Randy Savage.” 

“| have to admit, Luger really has 
stepped up to the plate lately,” 
Schiavone said. “Is it more notice- 
able since Bret came to WCW? 
Maybe. Is it a bad reflection on 
Luger? | don’t think so. Wrestlers 
are, by their very nature, an intense- 
ly competitive bunch. If Bret Hart’s 
arrival puts Luger's game up anoth- 
er notch, so be it. You're talking 
about Luger here, but I'll bet that if 
you look at most of the other 
wrestlers,in WCW, they've turned 
their games up a notch one way or 
the other since Hart came to town. 
It's in a wrestlers nature. It's human 
nature.” 

And in the case of Lex Luger, 
it's one more big plus for WCW in 
the war against the NWO. After 
all, a “Total Package” revitalized 
can mean nothing but bigger 
headaches for Hulk Hogan and all 
his friends. 

And if Bret’s the man to thank 
for that? Well, then ... thanks, 
“Hitman.” oO 


25 


BACK ISSUES OF PRO 


Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out on the excellence 
that has made PW/ the leader in wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR 
poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, beginning with the September 1990 issue, PW/ 
is packed with color in every issue! Quantities are limited, so order today! 


June 1983: Rick Martel In 1983: A Year Of Greatness ... Or 
Disaster? Centerfold: Cowboy Bob Orton. Pius: Midnight Rider- 
Sullivan, Kevin Von Erich, Jack Brisco, Slaughter-Wanz. 
February 1984: Greg “The Hammer” Valentine: Wrestling’s 
Savage Genius. Centerfold: Jim Garvin & Sunshine. Plus: Super 
Destroyer, Harley Race, Abdullah the Butcher, JYD-Sawyer, Gary 
Hart. 
June 1984: The Carnage Continues: Why The NWA Is Afraid 
To Stop Ted DiBiase. Centerfold: Dick Slater: Plus: Hulk Hogan, 
Magnum-l|, Patera & Blackwell-Rock 'n’ Rolls, One Man Gang. 
July 1984: Jimmy Valiant’s Message To The Fans: “It's Time 
For You To Boogie Woogie!” Centerfold: Paul Ellering. Plus: 
Fabulous Ones-Rock 'n' Rolls, Junkyard Dog, Sheik A-Kaissie, 
Bary Windham. 
November 1984: Sgt. Slaughter: “I Pledge Allegiance To The 
Fans!” Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: Superstar Graham, Road 
Warriors, Kerry Von Erich, Windham & Rotundo-Mosca & Slater. 
December 1984: Do The Fans Expect Too Much From Barry 
Windham? Centerfold: Kerry Von Erich. Plus: Rick Martel, 
Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rich, WWF vs. NWA. 
January 1985: Awesome Destruction! The Road Warriors 
Power To Their First World Title. Centerfold: Tito Santana. 
Plus: Billy Jack-Dory Funk Jr., Michael Hayes, Austin Idol. 
February 1985: AWA World Champion Rick Martel: Five 
Steps To Greatness. Centerfold: Magnum T.A. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Blanchard-Rhodes, Bob Backlund, Paul Ellering. 
April 1985: Jimmy Snuka; “I Want Piper!”—Even If It Kills 
The Tonga Kid. Centerfold: Ronnie Garvin. Plus: Flair-Rhodes, 
Terry Gordy, Jim Garvin, Road Warriors. 
September 1985: Magnum T.A.: He's Got Millions Of Fans, 
But He’s The Loneliest Man In Wrestling. Centerfold: Junkyard 
Dog. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Von Erich-Adams, Hacksaw Duggan. 
October 1985: Instant Stardom: Rick Steamboat Makes It Big 
In The WWF. Centerfold: Chris Adams. Pius; Road Warriors, 
Bruiser Brody, Nikita Koloff. 
January 1987: Great Scot! Rowdy Roddy Piper Turns Good. 
Centerfoki: Fabulous Freebirds. Plus: Koloff-Magnum, Steve 
Simpson, Jimmy Snuka. 
May 1987: Hulk vs. Andre? The WWF Braces For All-Out 
War! Centerfold: Steve Williams. Plus: Capt. Lou Albano, 
PWIUWF Toumey, Jim Comette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry Von Erich. 
June 1987: Magnum T.A.’s Message To The Fans: “Thank 
You For Your Prayers.” Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Martel & 
Zenk, Hayes & Gordy, Scott Hall, Road Warriors, 
October 1987: Dump The Horsemen, Flair—A True 
Champion Stands On His Own. Centerfold: Ted DiBiase. Plus: 
Steve Williams, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987: When The Going Gets Tough ... Will Nikita 
Koloff Turn Bad Again? Centerfold: George Steele. Plus: Road 
Warriors, Hulk Hogan, Jimmy Hart, Barry Windham, 
June 1988; Is The End Near For Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: Tully 
Blanchard. Plus: Midnight Rockers-Kelly & Kiniski, Al Perez, 
Dusty Rhodes, Magnificent Muraco, 
August 1988: Macho Madness—The Torch Is Passed. 


Centerfold: Al Perez. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Bruno Sammartino, 
Luger & Windham, Eddie Gilbert. 

November 1988: He’s Back! But Is Savage's Belt Beyond 
Hulk's Reach? Centerfold: Midnight Express. Plus: Madusa- 
Hyatt, Rock 'n' Rolls, Dusty Rhodes, Warlord & Barbarian-Ax & 
Smash, Kevin Von Erich & Jessica McClure. 

December 1988: The Four Horsemen's Revolving Door— 
Who's The Next To Go? Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: 
Jery Lawier, Precious, Bam Bam Bigelow, Bruiser Brody, 
Intercontinental tag title. 

June 1989: Hogan vs. Savage—WrestleMania V Preview. 
Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: Dustin Rhodes, Road 
Warriors, Larry Zbyszko, Rock 'n' Rolls-British Bulldogs. 

July 1989: Rick Steamboat: “I'm Not A Real Champ Till | Beat 
Luger & Sting. Centerfold: Roddy Piper. Plus: Paul E. 
Dangerously, John Studd, Dallas Page. 
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August 1989: Super Sunday—Hulkamania Reborn! Uitimate 
Warrior Dethroned! NWA Stunner! Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: 
Steamboat-Flair, Dusty Rhodes. 

September 1989 (Special. Issue): Senational 10th 
Anniversary Issue. 12 Who Made A Difference, 10 Years Ago, 
Book Of Lists, Superstats, roundtable press conference. 
October 1989: Muscle-For-Muscie, Who’s More Awesome— 
Luger Or Hogan? Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: Sting, Jimmy 
Snuka, Lawler-Perez, Dallas Page. 

November 1989: Dusty Rhodes—Alone And In Danger. 
Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Luger-Steamboat, Ultimate Warrior, 
Robert Fuller, Rick Steiner. 

December 1989: The Young & Restless: The NWA’s Future Is 
In Their Hands. Centerfold: Jimmy Snuka. Plus: Brutus 
Beefcake, Mil Mascaras, Blanchard & Anderson, British Bruisers. 
January 1990: Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Pius: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Ross, 
Midnight Express. 

February 1990: Luger's Holiday Gift For Flair: Has The “Total 
Package” Wrapped Up The NWA Title? Centerfold: Bret Hart. 
Plus: Hulk Hogan, Woman, Hennig-Beefcake, Toni Adams. 
March 1990 (Special Issue): 1989—The Year In Wrestling. 
1989 In Review, Achievement '89 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1990. 

April 1990: PW! Wrestler Of The Decade: Why Lex Luger 
Couldn't Ruin Ric Flair’s Greatest Day. Centerfold: Dusty 
Rhodes. Plus; Rockers, Hogan-Hennig, Jerry Lawler. 

May 1990; Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For WrestleMania 
VI. Centerfold; Great Muta. Plus: Piper-Rude, Eric Embry, Rock 
‘n' Rolis, Sid Vicious, pain. 


June 1990: Hogan vs. Warrior: Why WrestleMania VI Won't 
Settle This Feud. Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Nikita Koloff, Comette- 
Rock 'n’ Rolls, Rhodes-Savage, Anderson-Sawyer, boxers vs. 
wrestlers, 

July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total Package” 
Becomes The People’s Choice. Centerfold: Rick Martel. Pius: 
Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, Mr. Saito, referees. 

September 1990: The Hulkster’s Wrath: 7,000 Miles To 
Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The Steiners. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, 
Sting, Destruction Crew, Four Horsemen, Curt Hennig. 

October 1990: Sting’s Painful Lesson: You'll Have No 
Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus Beefcake. Plus: 
Omdorff-Bianchard, Tugboat, Teddy Long, Ultimate Warrior, 
Road Warriors. 

November 1990: Sting Wins The NWA World Title! “If This Is 
A Dream, Don’t Wake Me.” Centerfold: Road Warriors. Plus: 
Rude-Warrior, Ric Fiair, Funk-Hansen, muscle and power. 
December 1990: New Blood—And Bad Blood—in The WWF. 
Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Four Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich, Doom, 
Eddie Gilbert, Sgt. Slaughter. 

February 1991; WrestleMania Vil Contest. Centerfold: 1991 
calendar. Plus: Sid Vicious, DiBiase-Rhodes, Scott Steiner, 
Power & Glory, Terry Funk, 

March 1991 (Special Issue): 1990—The Year In Wrestling. 
1990 In Review, Achievement "90 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1991. 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! Centerfold: Tom 
Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., Jesse Ventura, Lawler-Gilbert, 
Hogan & Warrior. 

May 1991: WrestleMania Vil Shocker! Who Is Secretly 
Plotting To Destroy Hulk Hogan Before March 24? Centerfold: 
Am Anderson. Plus: Rick Rude, Flair-Sting, Lou Thesz, Rick 
Steamboat. 

June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero. Centerfold: Hacksaw 
Duggan. Plus; Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Nasty Boys, Steiners, 
Simmons-Reed. 

July 1991: The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates The WWF 
Belt From Sgt. Slaughter! Centerfold: Brian Pillman. Plus: 
Horsemen, Lex Luger, Eric Embry, Demolition, 

August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards '91. Centerfold: Hulk 
Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania VII, WCW-New Japan, Ultimate 
Warrior, Owen Hart, Koloff-Luger. 

October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming Of Hulk 
Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: Hogan-Slaughter, Terrence 
Taylor, Barry Windham, Witliams-Bigelow. 

November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For Savage & Elizabeth: 
Help Lift The “Macho Man's” Suspension! Centerfold: Bobby 
Eaton. Plus: Tito Santana, Bushwhackers, Jushin Liger, Brian 
Pillman, 

December 1991: PWI 500. Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: 
Ron Simmons, Johnny B. Badd, Flair-Hogan. 

January 1992: Ric Flair: He'll Make Hulk Hogan Look Like An 
Amateur. Centerfold: Ron Simmons. Plus: Rick Steiner, Ultimate 
Warrior, Lex Luger. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? Centerfold: 
1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice-Roberts, hot prospects, Eddie 
Gilbert. 

March 1992 (Special Issue): 1991—The Year In Wrestling. 
1991 In Review, Achievement ‘91 awards, Unofficia/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1992. 

April 1992: Outlook For Sting: Bright And Sunny; Forecast 
For Luger: Reign Ending! Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Eaton & 
Anderson, Madusa, Jannetty-Michaels, WWF madness. 

May 1992; Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is Super- 
Psyched For WrestleMania VII! Centerfoki: Rick Rude. Plus: 
Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & Fuller, Lightning Kid, Randy 
Savage, intimidation. 

June 1992: Exclusive PW Interview: Roddy Piper Speaks 
Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. Plus: Dangerously-Sting, 
Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, Randy Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of Their 
Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Liger-Pillman, Jim 
Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Ric Flair. 

August 1992 (Special Issue): WrestleMania Vill. Centerfold: 
Hulk Hogan. Plus: Ultimate Warrior, Randy Savage, Sting, Terry 
Taylor, Gilbert-Patriot, gore. 

September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't That Unlikely. 


Centerfold; Nikita Koloff. Plus: Steiners, Barry Windham, Sid 
Justice, Hodge & Weston, Shawn Michaels. 

October 1992: The Hatred Still Runs Deep: Ultimate Warrior 
vs. Randy Savage—They’'ll Settle Up At SummerSlam! 
Centerfold: Cactus Jack. Plus: Steve Williams, Tom Zenk, WWF 
title controversy, fire match, Eric Embry. 

November 1992: The British Bulldog: Hounding The Hitman. 
Centerfold; Ultimate Warrior, Plus: Honky Tonk Man, Steiners, 
Undertaker, Madusa, perfect wrestler. 

December 1992: PWI 500, Centerfold: Big Van Vader. Plus: 
Nailz-Bossman, Sid Justice, WCW rulebreakers. 

January 1993: New WWF World Champion Ric Flair: His 
SummerSlam Plan Works To Perfection. Centerfold: Jeff 
Jarrett. Plus: Ron Simmons, Kerry Von Erich, Rude-Roberts- 
Steamboat. 

March 1993 (Special Issue): 1992—The Year In Wrestling. 
1992 In Review, Achievement "92 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1993. 

April 1993: The Steiners: Everything You Always Wanted To 
Know About Wrestling's Most Awesome Tag Team. 
Centerfold; Bary Windham. Plus: Bob Backlund, Sting-Muta, 
Hawk & Sasaki, Davey Boy Smith, 

May 1993: WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
The Undertaker. Plus: Ron Simmons, Cactus Jack, Madusa- 
Sheri, WCW-New Japan, Ultimate Warrior. 

April 1995: WWF Title Turmoil. Centerfold: Sabu. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Jim Comette, Diesel, Alundra Blayze, Dusty-Dustin, Chris 
Candido. 

dune 1995 (Special Issue): The 1995 PW Poll. Centerfold: The 
Undertaker. Plus: Steiners, Sting, Cactus Jack, Jim Comette, 
Bret Hart, Royal Rumble. 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan: “I Can't Take It Anymore!” Centerfold: 
Bam Bam Bigelow. Plus: Kevin Sullivan, USWA blood, Yokozuna, 
Savage & Sheri, revitalize the WWF. 

April 1996: WCW World Title Turmoil. Centeffold: The Kid. 
Plus: Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob Armstrong, Michaels- 
Bret, Public Enemy. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally Gone Too Far! 
Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Dreamer-Raven, 
Dan Severn, Ric Flair, Giant. 

duly 1996: Is Shawn Michaels Leaving The WWF? Centerfold: 
Lex Luger..Plus; Goldust, Hulk Hogan, Giant, Ric Flair. 

August 1996 (Special Issue): WrestleMania XII. Centerfold: 


s 


Fulltoler Conteehiianaayy ‘ ily 
The Giant's Big-Time Mistakes iN am ||! |i) 

How Abened Rocky fo The NOD IRA 

Sunny. Plus: Shawn Michaels, 1-2-3 Kid, Jimmy Hart, Sting-Flair, 
Sandman & Hyatt, Steve Austin. 

September 1996: Kevin Nash—Great Expectations. 
Centerfoki: Ultimate Warrior. Plus; Roddy Piper, Jerry Lawler, 
Steiners-Road Warriors, Public Enemy. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant Be Ruined 
By His Own Success? Centerfoki: Goldust. Plus: Big Van 
Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 

November 1996: Giant-Michaels: The War To End All Wars. 
Centerfold: Dreamer, Beulah, Kimona. Plus: Sunny, Bret Hart, 
World Peace Festival, Yoshi Kwan. 

December 1996: The Truth Hurts: Hulk Hogan Is Right! 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Undertaker-Bearer-Mankind, 


Sting, Ahmed Johnson, Col. Parker, 

Winter 1996 (Special Issue): PWI 500. Centerfold: Shawn 
Michaels. 

January 1997: The NWO’s Confidential Dream Roster. 
Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr. Plus: Marc Mero, Lord Steven Regal, 
Shawn Michaels, PG-13. 

1997: Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels Stole My Life.” 
Centerfold: “Psycho” Sid, Plus: Kroffat & Fumas, Vince 
McMahon, Randy Savage, New Razor & New Diesel, 

April 1997: How Winning The Title Saved Psycho Sid's 
Sanity. Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Jeff Jarrett, 
UnofficiaVOfficials, Chris Jericho. 

May 1997: March Madness. Centerfold: Benoit & Woman. Plus: 
Akira Hokuto, Roddy Piper, Goldust, Giant. 

June 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 PW/ Poll. Centerfold: 
Ahmed Johnson, Plus: Bearer & Vader, Savio Vega, Piper- 
Hogan, Barely Legal!, Malenko-Dragon. 

July 1997: Steve Austin: Stone-Cold And Uncensored. 
Centerfold; Dallas Page. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Road Waniors, 
Nick Patrick, Eliminators. 

August 1997: (Special Issue): Supercards '97: WCW 
Uncensored, WWF WrestleMania XiIll, ECW Barely Legal. 
Centerfold: Dennis Rodman & Hulk Hogan vs. Lex Luger. Plus: 
Kimberly, Public Enemy, managers. 

September 1997; N-W-Over? Centerfold: Bret Hart. Plus: Piper 
& Flair, Terry Funk, WWF World title, Steve Austin. 

October 1997: Shawn Michaels: Is His Heart Still In The 
WWF? Centerfold: The Giant. Plus: Ultimo Dragon, Kevin Nash, 
Big Van Vader, ECW. 

November 1997: WWF-WCW Death Match: PWI'S Plan To 
Prevent Centerfold: Rob Van Dam. Plus: Debra & 
Jarrett, “Psycho” Sid, Giant & Page, Owen Hart. 

December 1997: Ken Shamrock's Deadly Climb To The Top. 
Centerfold: Savage & Elizabeth. Plus: Pemy Satum, WWF light 
heavys, NWO & Bischoff, Eddy Guerrero. 

Holiday 1997 (Special Issue): PWI 500. Centerfold: Dean 
Malenko 


January 1998: Bagwell, Wright, & Jericho—The Real New 
World Order. Centerfold: Dude Love. Plus: The Giant, Shane 
Douglas, Shawn Michaels, Ahmed Johnson. 

February 1998: Sting vs. Hogan—The Match Of The Century! 
Centerfold: Hogan vs. Sting fight poster. Plus: 16-page Starrcade 
preview, Perry Satu, Dude Love. 
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CHRIS BENOIT vs. HAMMER 
Canadian Crippler” would i 

ture Raven, but he’ll glad y us 
“Crippler crossface” on any 
his arch-rival’s bizarre Flock!” 


RICK & SCOTT SV ih & RAY TRAYLOR vs. 
VINCENT, RANDY SAV. Ruts E, & SCOTT NOR- 
TON: “Dogfaced.G Rick Steiner sinks 
his fingers into’ es ' byes, making it 
rather difficult {or ‘ot ind 


Fone of his NWO 
comrades to tag! 


“BUFF” BAGWELL vs. LEX LUGER: Bagwell still 
likes to brag that he*(not Luger) is wrestling’s 
real “Total Package,” but at least this clothesline 
from Lex shut him up ‘temporarily. 


EDDY GUERRERO vs. DEAN MALENKO: When 
technical wizards Guerrero and Malenko wrestle 
each other, you know you’re going to see a fast- 
paced, high-impact match. Here, Malenko’s drop- 
kick cOnAERs with Guerrero’s face. 
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It’s no more 

Mr. Nice Guy 

for Eddy 
Guerrero. He 
says his 
harder-edged 
attitude is 
merely a sharper 
focus of his 
energies; we say 


it’s a sad trip 
down a long, 
lonely road 


By Dan Murphy 


NE YEAR AGO, Eddy Guer- 
rero was one of the most 
down-to-earth competitors 


in WCW. His humble, jovial de- 
meanor won him fans and friends 


alike, and it made him one of the | 


favorite go-to guys for the media. 
Want to talk someone who will 
give you an honest, thoughtful 
answer about anything that’s 
going on in WCW? Go talk to 
Eddy Guerrero. 

Today, that Eddy Guerrero no 
longer exists. 

“Oh, you want to talk to me now, 
huh?” Guerrero sneers. “Don’t you 
work for the same magazine that 
rated Dean Malenko the best 
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NO FAMILY, NO REGRETS: 


LIFE OF EDDY GUERRERO 


Eddy Guerrero has notched numerous victories over Dean Malenko, but remains 
intensely bitter that it's Malenko who continues to be respected and admired. 


wrestler in the world in that top 500 
listing a few months back? Aren't 
you the same people who ranked 
me number 24, behind Malenko, 
Syxx, and Chris Benoit, all guys | 
had beaten last year? Get lost!” 
Guerrero’s change in attitude is 
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hardly limited to snide verbal 
attacks on reporters. By becoming 
a rulebreaker, Guerrero fell out of 
favor with his family and actually 
instigated a brutal feud with his 
nephew Chavo Guerrero Jr. If you 
visit a WCW locker room today, 


Eddy has a few things to say to Chavo 
Guerrero Jr., but Chavo isn’t really lis- 
tening. in fact, the entire Guerrero clan 
isn’t very interested in what Eddy has to 
say anymore. 


you'll also notice something that 
Was unthinkable last year: No one, 
not even one of his fellow rule- 
breakers, wants to sit near him. 

“A lot of us like to shoot our 
mouths off when the cameras are 
rolling,” said one WCW rulebreaker. 
“It's part of what we do. But when 
the night’s over, we like to head 
back to the hotel to cool down. 
Eddy? He never stops! He’s always 
running down everyone around him, 
from his opponents to his tag team 
partners to the guy carrying his lug- 
gage. Nobody wants to invite him 
out or team with him unless they 
really have to.” 

lf Guerrero notices his fellow 
wrestlers’ attitude toward him, it’s 
obvious he doesn’t care. Since 
turning his back on the fans, 
Guerrero has developed both his 
body and his killer instinct. He’s 


3] 


After Starrcade, Eddy felt 
he should have received 
more acclaim for his effort 
against (and victory over) 
Matenko; that he didn’t has 
anly made him more bitter. 


The Guerrero tradition of sportsman- 
ship and fair play isn't even close to 
being on display by Eddy inthis bout 
against Malenko. 
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toned down some of his high-fly- 
ing moves and reversals in favor 
or eye-gouges and kicks. He has 
also won a pair of cruiserweight 
titles and established himself as 
the man to beat in that division. 

It's hard to argue with results. 
Still, Guerrero doesn’t even seem 
to notice how pathetic his life has 
really become. 

The Guerrero family has a long 
history in wrestling. Gory, Hector, 
Mando, and Chavo Guerrero Sr. 
thrilled fans with their aerial 
wrestling, mat grappling, and 
supreme sportsmanship through 
much of the 1970s and early-’80s. 
Mando resurfaced in the AWA in 
1987 and ’88, earning disqualifi- 
cation victories over then-AWA 
World champion Curt Hennig. 

Eddy was supposed to be the 
leader of the next generation of 
Guerreros in the sport, introduc- 
ing the Guerrero hallmarks of a 
crisp wrestling style and a solid 
sportsmanlike mindset to a new 
generation of fans. 

As Eddy’s arrogance grew, his 
relationship with his family began 
to crumble. Today, Eddy won't 
even return his family members’ 
phone calls. ; 

“Growing up, Eddy wanted 
nothing more than to be the best 
wrestler he could 
be,” Mando said. 
“When he was a 
little boy and 
Chavo and | took 
him to the gym to 
practice, he spent 
a lot of time pre- 
tending to shake 
hands with the 
fans at ringside. | 
don’t know what 
happened to 
change his ideals 
since those days, 
' but | wish he 
would see what 
his arrogance is’ 
costing him.” 

“Title belts can 
be a very fleeting 
glory,” Hector not- 
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ed, “especially when you trade 
everything you have for one. 
Every day that passes, Eddy 
moves that much farther away 
from his friends and his family.” 

But despite his family’s warn- 
ings, Eddy is convinced that he’s 
doing the right thing. 

“Those chumps are just jealous 
because they never made as big 
an impact as | have,” Eddy said. 

Eddy displayed his new disdain 
for his family in several matches 
against Chavo Jr. last year. In 
one, Eddy choked Chavo in the 
ropes, then stuck his fingers into 
his nephew’s mouth, stretching his 
face into a gruesome smile. “Say 
hello to grandma,” Eddy laughing- 
ly exhorted. The Eddy Guerrero of 
old would never have acted that 
way to his greatest enemy, let 
alone his own flesh and blood. 

“That was embarrassing, but | 
was more embarrassed for Eddy 
than | was for myself,” Chavo Jr. 
said. “Eddy is too good a wrestler 
to have to resort to that garbage. | 
remember when he took Ric Flair 
to the limit as a purely scientific 
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Eddy shows clear domination over Malenko, but it’s even clearer 
that until he cleans up his act and his attitude, the fans won't give 
him the kind of regard he feels he deserves. 


wrestler about two years ago. 
Sure, he’s hurt his family and his 
fans, but he’s hurting himself the 
most.” 

Since his arrival in WCW, 
Guerrero has shown the potential 
to become one of the elite super- 
stars of the organization. His only 
weaknesses were his lack of size 
and his occasional overexuber- 
ance. Before long, though, he 
tightened up his style and became 
more methodical in the ring. He 
sculpted his body to incredible 
proportions, but at 5’8”, 221 
pounds, he lacked the strength to 
compete with powerhouses like 
Hulk Hogan, Lex Luger, Scott 
Hall, and Kevin Nash. 

Meanwhile, fans raved about 
Rey Misterio Jr., Dean Malenko, 
and Chris Benoit—but Guerrero 
had beaten them all! Feeling over- 
looked and angry, Guerrero 
turned his back on everyone and 
became a loner. Two title belts 
later, a lot of fans are still over- 
looking Guerrero ... which only 
strengthens his resolve and 
makes him even more bitter. 


“Listen, | know what it’s like to - 
be overlooked. | was overlooked 
here for about four years,” said 
“Diamond” Dallas.Page. “But that’s 
the price you pay sometimes. The 
only way to get more chances at 
major belts is to hone your skills, 
get experience, and be patient. 
The quickest way to get lost in the 
shuffle is to undercut your natural 
abilities with a lot of boasting and 
cheating. If Eddy really wants 
respect, he’s going to have to take 
a real stand for himself. And he’s 
going to have to make peace with 
his family.” 

“Yeah, and since when has 
Page become WCW’s answer to 
Dear Abby?” was all Guerrero 
would say when informed of 
DDP’s comments. 

Guerrero shooed the reporter 
out of the locker room, loaded up 
his gear, then left the arena 
through a back door and headed 
toward a waiting cab. He was 
grumbling under his breath every 
step of the way. 

No one noticed—or really 
cared—that he had left. O 
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HEIGHT: 5'10” 

WEIGHT: 225 

HOMETOWN: Vancouver, British 
Columbia 

MAJOR TITLES HELD: WCW 
cruiserweight (1998-current; 
1997, twice); ECW TV (1996) 
BIGGEST STRENGTHS: Aerial 
ability 

BIGGEST WEAKNESS: Inability 
to handle adversity 

FAVORITE HOLD: “Lion Tamer’ 
CLOSEST ALLY: Himself 
MOST HATED OPPONENT: Rey 
Misterio Jr. 

BIGGEST MATCH: Defeated Rey 
Misterio Jr. for his third WCW 
cruiserweight title, January 24, 
1998, and injured Misterio’s knee 
afterward 

IMMEDIATE GOAL: Make final 
adjustments to style so it fits new 
attitude 

LONG-RANGE GOAL: To be 
universally recognized as the top 
cruiserweight in the world 

HE SAID IT: “The Chris Jericho 
that stands before you is a 
changed man. | am sorry for my 
past behavior, | promise to act 
like the role model that you all 
know | am.” 
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Shamrock’s 
already a 
Maniac! 


! 
10 Good Guys With A Bad Future! 


( Bw 
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OPENING BELL 


brilliant issue 


WE HEAR YA 


have your say 


TALKIN’ TRASH 


by Donna Gareia-Fromme 


report 


WIMPS & WARRIORS 


You guys know who you are 


FIRST-ROUND DRAET PICKS: 


THE GOOD GUYS THAT WE 
WANT BADI 


If they’re smart, these 10 guys 


will take our hint 


URGENT MESSACE TO 
THE NWO: 

DON’T JUST DUMP 
SAVAGE—DESTROY HIMI 


The “Macho Man” needs to 


pay dearly for his sins 


| Bh 


An introduction to another | 


56 


Okay, we’ll let you people | 


The First Lady of Wrestling | 5¢ 


Gossip checks in with her | 


10 QUESTIONS WITH ... 
CHRIS JERICHO 

This is not your ordinary 
interview 


RULEBREAKER HALL OF 
FAME: FABULOUS MOOLAH 
She was as ruthless and mean 
as any male wrestler 


BAD GUYS RATINGS 


The most important ratings in 
the sport (by far!) 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 
We don’t need to justify our 
ratings, but we will anyway 


LOOKIN’ BAD 
Ken Shamrock shows us why 
he’s not all that dangerous 


Sm" HE REVIEWS ARE in. We're a 

| hit! “Two thumbs up with 
"brass knucks!”’ rave Siskel and 

Ebert. “I laughed ... | cried ... | 

broke rules,” says Rex Reed. “A 

sequel that readily surpasses the 
original ... Eddie who?” boasts 
Gene Shalit. Those accolades, 
along with the fan response, are 
hardly surprising. 

In addition to “Talkin’ Trash,” 
“Wimps & Warriors,” “Hall Of 
Fame,” and the other regular 
features of BAD Guys, we pre- 
sent to you in this issue two 

hard-hitting stories (the only 
kind that will ever see print in this 
magazine). First is our “draft picks” of 
the fan favorite lot, a short list of 
those do-gooders who could do bet- 
ter by doing badder. Much, much bad- 
der. We may not approve of what 
they're doing now, but we see poten- 
tial ... diamonds who should be 
rougher, if you will. 
Second, we point to the crack in the 
foundation of the New World Order, 
: “Macho Man” Randy Savage. He has a 
great deal to learn about loyalty to an 
organization that resurrected his 
foundering career. Could the NWO 
live without him? Definitely. Could he 
live without the NWO? Who cares? 
His once-valuable instability and unpre- 
dictability have become a liability for 
the NWO. We say “Macho” has to go. 
: You've had plenty of chances to apolo- 
gize for your actions, but now it’s 
much too late to turn back. Pack up 
your Slim Jims and don’t let the door 
hit you on the way out! 


We also honor a career rulebreak- 


: er, Fabulous Moolah. Others came and 
> went, but Moolah always remained. 
: Even when Wendi “And | Would 
> Know You From?” Richter took her 
: WWE Women’s belt, she came back 
: with a vengeance ... or, should we say, 
: with a spider costume. Some of her 
- ring actions made the men squeamish 
: and not at all interested in a dance. 
' Moolah could take today’s wrestling 
- queens and slap the Mary Kay and sili- 


cone right out of them (except me, of 


: course!). 


Many have called for a psychological 


; evaluation of Chris Jericho. While we 
> see nothing wrong with his new and 


improved attitude, we still put him 


: under our microscope with !0 hard- 
: hitting questions. You'll find that this 
- “Lion Heart” is crazy like a fox. 


Finally, | should point out that the 
success of BAD Guys has launched us 


: into cyberspace. Due to the over- 
: whelming flood of mail, we now have 
: an e-mail address, wrestlingbadguys 
' @yahoo.com. You can direct your 
: mail to the various departments. In 
: fact, you could see it on these very 


pages one of these days. 
Read it now and read it often, 


' because you'll only get the true facts 
- every other month. We have a long 
: way to go before true balance is 
: achieved. But the truth is not con- 

cerned with quantity, only quality. 


Choke through the pabulum over the 


> next few months, for the main course 
will be back in just eight short weeks. 


Brandi Mankiewicz 
Editorial Conscience 
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PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 

All the information you want is right here—each and every 
week! All the latest news and gossip! Comprehensive results 
from around the world! A calendar of upcoming events! 
Complete ratings! And feature stories that keep you on top 
of today’s news today—with the authority and reliability only 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated team of reporters can provide! 


GET IT INSTANTANEOUSLY-VIA E-MAIL! 

For those fans who can’t get their news fast enough, PW/ 
Weekly is now available via e-mail. No longer will you 
have to wait for your postal delivery. PW! Weekly is pro- 
duced every Monday and sent to e-mail subscribers that 
very evening! You'll receive electronic text files only, but 
you'll get them fast—and at no extra cost! 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW! Weekly? No prob- 
lem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll send you a sample 
copy hot off the press! But be warned: Once you see all the 
news, results, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll be hooked! (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for sin- 
gle-issue orders.) 


PUBLISHER'S WARNING: Subscribing To PW! Weekly 


Now Greatly Increases Your Wrestling Knowledge. 
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Wrestiine Bao Guys 
welcomes your letters 


but we also reserve the | 


right to respond to 
them ... whether you 
like it or not! Address 
your letters to: 


We Hear Ya! 

clo WRESTLING BAD Guys 

P.O. Box 1148 

Fort Washington, PA 19034 

Or e-mail us at: 
WrestlingBadGuys@yahoo.com 


BROKEN HART-ED 


I’m devastated. The Hart Foun- : 
dation is not only dead, but all of 
the remaining members have sold 
out! Owen is now in love with the 
fans, Bret has forgotten about his 


Canadian roots, the “British 
Bulldog” wants to be a super hero, 


and Jim Neidhart is just a toady : 


going nowhere. What happened? 
This was a group that made me 
forget about The Four Horsemen. 
They ruled the WWF. They could 
have done the same in WCW, but 
they blew it. Now | have to sit 
through battles between The 
Disciples of Apocalypse and Los 
whatever they are. The loss of The 
Hart Foundation is like a massacre 
for rulebreakers. Now where can 
Canada turn? 
SCOTT McKENZIE 
Toronto 


EDITOR’S NOTE: We feel 
the pain of that reader. We 
feel it burning inside of us. 
We were just: starting to 
warm up to the America- 
bashing quartet when they 
imploded right before our 
eyes. It’s not that we approve 
of people from one country 
bashing those of another, but 
we admired the guts it took 
for Bret and the rest of them 
to do what they did. At least 
we know Bret has it in him to 
be a very, very bad man. We 
can only hope that part of his 
personality emerges again, 
because if it does, “Bulldog” 
and Neidhart will likely follow 
his lead. . 


FAT CHANCE 


ECW rules! Why won’t your 
magazine give it world title status? 
Maybe with this new rag, you guys 
can do it! C'mon! It’s a haven for 
rulebreakers. You should be chant- 
ing right along with us. ECW! ... 
ECW! ... ECW! 

JOHN CASEY 
Philadelphia 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: We’re 
impressed. An ECW fan actu- 
ally uttered the word “haven” 
and used it in the right con- 
text. He must be up to “H” in 
the dictionary. ECW will not 
get world title status in this or 
any other magazine anytime 
soon. The indecisive editorial 
staff of the other magazines 
might decide otherwise even- 
tually, but we hope to remain 
steadfast as the lone voice of 
reason! 


APOCALYPSE NOW 


| guess the return of this maga- 
zine signifies the final sign of the 
Apocalypse. It’s bad enough that 
we have to watch renegade wres- 
tlers and so-called wrestling orga- 
nizations. Now we have to see this 
in print every other month. The 
fine, respected tradition of Wrestle 
America will never be the same. 
LLOYD BILLEY 
Helena, MT 


EDITOR’S NOTE: For 
once, the reader is right. 
Wrestle America will never be 
the same. Sales figures will go 
through the roof and we will 
take over as the flagship mag- 
azine of this publishing com- 
pany! Face it, we’re a guilty 
pleasure. You just can’t look 
away. Try! Go on, try! You 
can’t do it! 


A MATTER OF TIME 


Kane has to be the most awe- 
some wrestler that | have ever 
seen. He has handled his brother 
(and everybody else) with such 
ease. That freak has finally met his 
match. But nothing lasts forever. 
How long will it take for him to 
turn good and start playing to the 
fans? 

MICK WEBER 
Minneapolis, MN 
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When will the awesome Kane succumb to the power of the WWF market- 
ing machine? That’s what reader Mick Weber wants to know. Too soon, 


predicts WRESTLING Bap Guys! 


EDITOR’S NOTE: About as 
long as it takes to print up a 
batch of Kane T-shirts, hats, 
and posters and other mer- 
chandise. Believe us, because 
we’ve seen this before. Kane 
is going the route of every 


rulebreaker who dominates. 
They bust rules, destroy 
opponents, win over the fans, 
and eventually get seduced by 
it all. It’s a wholesale corrup- 
tion of the rulebreaking set, 
and it has to stop! 
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The hottest gossip? 
The inside scoop? » 


Donna Garcia-Fromme : 


has it all and more! 


Don’t count on Mike Tyson being in 
the WWF after WrestleMania. A 
lot of people would like to see him 
try to make it as a full-time wres- 
tler, | don’t see it happening. 
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By Donna Garcia-Fromme 


is to report on the gossip and 

rumors of professional wrestling, 
the “Hollywood”? Hulk Hogan and 
Mike Tyson stories created a wealth 
of material. 


F:. SOMEONE WHOSE job it 


Will he or won't he? Will he stay at 


his home of nearly four years or will 
he return to the promotion in which 
he exploded into superstardom? The 
story has had many twists and turns 
and continues to whet our appetites 
for juicy tidbits of news. If the VWWWF 
secures the services of Hogan, it 
will continue building momen- 
tum and perhaps return to its 
position as the top promotion in 
the U.S. If he stays put, WCW 
_ will not only keep one of its big- 
gest headaches, but also retain 
one of its main reasons for rat- 
ings success. Ironic, ain’t it? 

My instincts tell me he’s going 
absolutely nowhere and is just 
enjoying listening to people like 
us speculate. 


The story getting the most main- 
stream mileage in years is Mike Tyson 
vs. Steve Austin. But don’t get too 
excited. I’ve talked to a lot of people 
close to this situation and they all tell 
me that Tyson has shown no interest 
in becoming a full-time wrestler. Yes, 
he’s been a fan of the sport practically 
his whole life, but there’s a lot more 
money for Mike to make once he’s 
allowed to box again. 


Lots of “Rumor has it ...” stuff this 
time around, so let's get right to it. 

Another WCW loyalist may be 
headed for the green grass of the 
NWO. Rumor has it that Rick—yes, 
you read that right—Steiner was 
contacted by the NVVO way back in 
December and that he did listen care- 
fully to an offer they made. Apparently 
he was fed up with his home promo- 
tion and his own brother, Scott, at 
the time. 

Soon after Rick said no the NWO 
and realized he was a fool for even 
talking to them, from what | hear, the 
group started going after Scott and 


Rick Steiner has been having trou- 
ble getting along with his brother, 
; Scott, recently. But | hear Rick was 
i _ the one dealing with the NWO late 
last year. 
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Jim Cornette could really strength- 
en his NWA group in the WWF by 
adding Dan Severn to the mix. 
That would be bad news for Ken 
Shamrock. 


telling him about their secret dealings 


with Rick. Could that be why Scott 


apparently became so disillusioned 

with his brother in the first place? 
Dusty Rhodes’ shocking turn 

against WCW almost didn’t happen. 


My people-in-the-know tell me that 


the NWO made a last-minute pitch to 


acquire the services of Larry 
Zbyszko, who quickly rebuffed their 


advances. . 


It would have made an interesting 
situation for Zbyszko’s Souled Out : 


foe, Scott Hall. Rumors of his dissat- 
isfaction with his role in the group 
continue to swirl. Was the NWO 


looking for a swap at Souled Out? The 


Rhodes acquisition may be enough to 


soothe Hall for the time being. “The 


American Dream’ was, after all, a man 
who helped Hall get his start in 
wrestling. 


Has the WWF already lost interest 


in the light heavyweight division? 
Rumor has it that Taka Michinoku 


was not the type of wrestler that they 


wanted to lead the division. Promoters 


wanted a more flamboyant star to : 
spark a great deal of interest and were: 


quietly disappointed when Brian 
Christopher failed in his quest to win 
the belt. Taka has become the invisible 
man with few opportunities for spot- 
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light matches on pay-per-views and 
few opponents from which to choose. 
Look for Christopher to get more 
shots at the belt. 

Does Jim, Cornette have many 
friends in the WWF front offices? As 
the story goes, Cornette was itching 
to return as a manager, but the cur- 
rent state of the VWWWF turned him off. 
So Cornette got in touch with some 
old buddies and saw an opening for his 
own type of invasion. Apparently, 
Cornette has found a crown jewel in 
the form of Dan Severn, who will 
soon invade the VWWWF. But first, he 
may have some unfinished business 
with Ken Shamrock, a former UFC 
foe. 

Sunny is getting the managerial 
itch as well. Tired of being a mere 
showpiece, she wants to return to 
ringside in a more strategic capaci- 
ty. She is currently scouting WWF 
fan favorites for a turn, or return, 
to rulebreaking. One wrestler is in 
her sights. A wrestler who has had 
some family problems and difficul- 
ties with an ex-manager. Could 
Sunny days be coming to the “dark 
side”? 

With most of The Hart 
Foundation reunited in WCW, 
rumor has it that Bret Hart still 
wants brother Owen to join him. 
Sources say that he waited so long 
to reunite with his brother that he 
fears this distance will drive anoth- 
er wedge between them. Owen, 
the new VWWWF European champ, is 
not at all anxious to join his older 
brother, and even if he was, he’s 
still under contract to the WVWVF. 

If you think Chris Jericho lost 
his sanity somewhere along the line, 
check out the psyche of Ric Flair. 
Even his former Horseman teammates 
are keeping their distance from the 
“Nature Boy.” His defeat at the hands 
of Hart at Souled Out may put him 
completely over the edge. Look for 
Flair to become the type of rulebreak- 
er that may not receive thunderous 
ovations, not even in Charlotte. 

Like | say all the time, you will 
never receive this kind of gossip any- 
where else. Remember, the rumor mill 
never stops ... and I've got the key. *3 


“Nature Boy” Ric Flair is tired of 
getting nowhere as a fan favorite. 
Sorry, fans, looks like Flair is finally 
wising up ... again. 
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Gutless wonders 
and brave athletes ... 
cowards and heroes ... 


those who flee and those 
who stand and fight ... 
these are wrestling’s 


OWEN HART |S A WIMP. And a hypocrite. We liked the path that 
Owen was taking over the past four years. His declaration of independence 
from big brother Bret was the highlight of his career. Even his reunion with 
Bret was magic in that Bret had to turn bad to get back in the good graces 
of Owen. We also understand his hatred for Shawn Michaels. But now 


Owen has decided to 
reclaim his brother’s 
superhero mantel. 
Why? He’s even align- 
ing himself with the 
likes of Ken Shamrock 
and Steve Austin. 
Why not dust off the 
baggy pants and sus- 
penders and call Koko 
B. Ware for a reunion 
tour of High Energy? 
This “Rocket” has 
crashed! 


LARRY ZBYSZKO IS A WIMP. When will Larry realize that he’s no longer 
the svelte, Sammartino-bashing ingrate he was about 80 years ago? Week 
after week, he berates the NWO, expanding his chest like he’s still some 
stud to be reckoned with in the ring. Sure, he got lucky at Starrcade against 
Eric Bischoff, but it was only because of Bret “Wait, | Think | Do Like 
America After All” Hart's interference. If it wasn’t for Hart, Bischoff would 


have left Larry for 
dead. It’s amazingly 
pathetic that Larry 
comes back ranting 
louder than ever and 
the moronic WCW 
fans actually rally be- 
hind him. Earth to 
Larry: Bruno’s retired, 
the AWA has been 
dead for years, and 
you’re all talk. 
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KEVIN NASH IS A WARRIOR. Go 
ahead, big man, keep right on “jackknif- 
ing.” So what if J.J. says the move can’t 
be used in WCW. Since when does 
anyone listen to anything he says? You 
perfected the move and you have every 
right to use it whenever you want 
against whomever you want. After all, 
you are the true giant of professional 
wrestling. There’s absolutely no doubt 
about that. It was nice to see you finally 
pound that notion into the head of that 
other guy who once held that claim (we 
won't mention the name he uses). And 
we do mean that you pounded that into 
his head! Nice job, Kev! You've really 
done the NWO proud. But then again, 
you've always done the NWO proud. 


JIM CORNETTE IS A WARRIOR. He's back in all his polyester splendor. The 
“Louisville Lip” dusted off the ol’ tennis racket and has come out swinging. He 
and NWA promoter Dennis Coraluzzo want to bring wrestling back to 
wrestling. What a concept! James E. watched with disgust as Steve Austin swore 
and Goldust ... well ... did what Goldust usually does. He is staging his own 
type of invasion by securing the services of Jeff Jarrett, Barry Windham, and 


(gasp) The Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express. Yes, 
Ricky and Robert 
have finally turned 
away from the 
teenybopper set. 
Seeing them bust 
rules makes us as 
giddy as the little 
schoolgirls who 
used to idolize 
them. And we 
have Cornette to 
thank for it. 
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The Good Guys rad 
We Want Bad! 


3 While the staff of Bap Guys despises namby-pamby do-gooders, 
we're smart enough to know talent and potential when we see it. If we had our 


Sandman’s lives, breathes, and especially drinks rule- 
breaking. That the fans are cheering him is their prob- 
lem; that he listens is a problem we hope will be elimi- 
nated soon. 
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druthers, we'd find a way to make these 10 stars our own, dammit! 


By Brandi Mankiewicz 
\ LL MAJOR PRO sports conduct drafts. The draft is a 


tool that can build a new team or strengthen a team 
that’s already successful. Draft choices can take teams 


i to a legendary status or bring them down in ruin. 


Professional wrestling does not have that luxury. Rookies 


i must move their way up the independent ranks, while estab- 
: lished stars use the power of negotiation to join new “teams.” 
i But what if the rulebreaking fashion had its choice of coveted 
i fan favorites? How would the sport be reshaped? 


A lot more to our liking, we figure. 
What follows is a listing of 10 “first-round draft picks” for 


i the rulebreaking set. These represent the best of the poten- 
i tially bad ... 


and our map to get them there. 


10. THE SANDMAN 


Anyone who can master the use of a rattan cane as a 
deadly weapon is all right in our book, With Sandman’s 
ability to dish out corporal punishment, he’s a natural 
to return to the rulebreaking ranks. Coupling those 
skills with his ECW heavyweight title reigns is proof 
that rattan can turn to gold. Consider this your wake- 
up call, Sandman: Forget the fans and keep swinging 
that cane. Fan favorites need your brand of discipline. 
Rulebreakers would welcome your return to our ranks! 


WRESTLING BAD GUYS 


7. “DIAMOND” DALLAS PAGE 


Okay, DDP, you’ve proven your point. You 
proved that you can bring down the house with just 
your entrance alone. You proved that you can sell T- 
shirts. You proved that you can create hand signs 
and cliches that fans Will replicate ad nauseum. Now 
it’s time to get back to basics. Stop getting inspired 
by the adoring (and clueless) masses and start 
using that “Diamond cutter” on soon-to-be-for- 
mer friends. Let them feel the “bang” that earns 
you such a big buck. Bottom line: You work too 
hard to be a fan favorite. 


Imagine how dominant Rey Misterio jr. would be if he 
added some rulebreaking finesse to his repertoire! 


9. REY MISTERIO UR. 


Misterio has the talent and drive to make any fan 
favorite’s life miserable. Think of him as an annoying 
wasp buzzing around the ears of any good guy. But his 
resilience and breakneck style needs an edge to help him 
sting (no, not him). Think of what Misterio could do with 
a metal chair as he flies through the air with the greatest 
of ease. His turn would rock the wrestling world—and 
would create a delicious “who’s next?” suspicion among 
the fan favorites. 


8. TAZ 


He already has the necessary ingredients: an aggres- 
sive, no-holds-barred style and a tremendous chip on 
his shoulder. Those are perfect qualities for any quality 
rulebreaker. Ironically, it was Taz’ dominance as a brutal 
competitor that brought the fans around to cheer for : ; 
him. But now he is reveling in those cheers, and it's _ “Diamond” Dallas Page has what it takes to cut 
weakening him. Time for Taz to Taz-plex a few | Randy Savage’s madness down to size. He also has 
scrubbed-face do-gooders and turn the people against what it takes to embrace the dark side again. Are you 
his mission of no mercy. : listening, DDP? 
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4. STING 


New look. Same attitude. Yawn! C’mon, Sting, we 

6. KEN SHAMROCK i know you have it in you. Let those emotional scars fes- 

Shamrock had a choice to make when he first : ter so you can remember the so-called “friends” who 

entered the WWF as a special ref at WrestleMania XIll. | | questioned your character and resolve in 1996. You 

Unfortunately, he picked a fight with the wrong guy: the _ don’t have to join the NWO to be bad. You can do it 

then-misunderstood Bret Hart. Shamrock hasn’t looked | on your own from your lofty perch in the rafters. 

back since, but perhaps he should now. He’s already _ Choke up the bat and go for the big tater with the nog- 

attacking referees and totally losing control of his tem- i gin of Lex Luger or The Giant. Drive one over the wall 
per, and we love it! How much closer can you get to : and come on home! 


rulebreaking than suplexing officials? And do you really | 
think a warrior whom WWF broadcasters bill as the | 
q world’s most dangerous man should be a fan-panderer? 


wore een 


Look at the lust for violence in Sting’s face, then say he 
doesn’t have the right stuff for rulebreaking. Go ahead, 
say it! You’re wrong! 


Look at Undertaker use this chair! A thing of beauty! 
Too bad he’s not using those chairs for the right rea- 


“S.THEROAD WARRIORS sre anymore 


Think about it: As a bad team, The Road Warriors | 
scared opponents, won titles, and were threatened with | 3. THE UNDERTAKER 
fines and suspensions. When they turned good, oppo- You would think he would get tired of that target 


iq 


nents gained confidence, promoters fell in love with = that’s painted on him. He boasts about his track record 
them, and the Roadies’ success was sporadic. Hello! Can | in casket matches? Hmmmmmm ... maybe he should buy 
anyone put two and two together? It’s time again for the © himself a VCR and brush the hair out of his eyes. Plus: 
LOD to shake things up a bit. Okay, a lot. They need to ‘ One lousy WWF World title reign does not a successful 
spit in the face of the fans and authority (not literally) | fan favorite stint make. We can’t imagine that the other 
and start doing what they say they do best: beat people | residents of the “dark side” approve of his ways. He 
, up. What a rush that would be! : should use that psychological advantage of his and strike 
: fear in the hearts of those who now consider him a 

friend. They could use a little shaking up. 
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1. STEVE AUSTIN 


Hey, “Stone-Cold”: Just because the fans cheer for 
you doesn’t mean you have to respond. No matter 
how much you blather on and on about being the 
toughest guy in the WWF, you still promote the 
sales of your T-shirts and caps. And all this teaming 
with fan favorites? Guilt by association, plain and 
simple. It’s time to turn against the tide. “Stun” the 

hypocritical good and embrace the purity of the 
bad. If the fans still cheer? Well, we won't hold that 
against you then. 52 


He’s big, he’s brawny, and he’s already 
manhandling officials. Come on, Giant, let 
it go all the way! 


2. THE GIANT 


Let us recap, shall we? As a rule- 
breaker, he received an instant shot at 
Hulk Hogan’s WCW World belt (his 
first match in WCW, by the way), 
then won the belt from Ric Flair. 
Since then, he’s kowtowed to the 
fans, only to see his efforts lead to 

. nothing ... zilch ... zip ... nada. 
In other words, not a whole lot. 
The Giant would be a welcome 
addition to the bad side. His power 
and improving skills, coupled with 
a good old-fashioned bad attitude, 
would be a shot in the arm for 
rulebreakers everywhere—not to 
mention his own foundering 
career. 


Ah, Steve Austin: Now here’s a guy who knows how to 
deliver a “Stone-Cold” beating. One slight nudge and 
: Austin’s on our side forever! 


Looks like a standoff between “Hollywood” 
Hulk Hogan and “Macho Man” Randy 
Savage. But we're looking for more than a 
standoff between the two. Much more. 


Randy Savage isn’t the most 
obedient of soldiers in the NWO. 
Getting rid of him is hardly an option: 
The “Madness” would only be an asset 
to WCW. Is total annihilation of the 
“Macho Man” the NWO0’s only option? 
Oooh, yeah! 
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By Steve Anderson 


never be called low-key. 

Whether he walks the path of fan 
favorite or rulebreaker, Savage always conducts his 
business in a very intense manner. His chaotic nature 
doesn’t lend itself to being part of a wrestling clique. 
The closest he came to belonging to a group was 


66 M ACHO MAN” RANDY SAVAGE will 


when he was part of the ill-fated (and nauseating) 
Megapowers trio with Hulk Hogan and Elizabeth— 
and we all know how that turned out. 

One year ago, Savage joined the New World 
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Order. WCW saw it as a major loss 
and whined about it, while the NWO [iAssiaNEmNsnnnenanae Tee 
trumpeted the signing of the veteran [INN NTI | V7 <iranes 
star as a major coup. Savage in the 
NWO meant chaos to WCW: He 
was liable to target anyone at any 
time, and members of the NWO sat 
back and watched with glee. 

But 12 months later, the wide swath that Savage 
has cut through WCW is starting to nick the NWO, 
and it’s a nick that threatens to quickly become an 
open wound if not tended to. 

Savage’s “madness” has become a source of dissen- 
sion within the NWO. Even the group’s most violent 
members are having difficulty watching the continuing 
saga of a very violent “Macho Man.” He was brought 
into the NWO to direct his legendary insanity toward 
members of WCW; ironically, that “madness” is 
becoming maddening to his own allies. 

It started with Hulk Hogan, then spread to Kevin 
Nash. Savage has interfered in matches in which it 
appears he is helping WCW; he has also refused to 
interfere when the NWO is on the receiving end of 
an attack. 

In the case of Nash, Savage attempted a top-rope 
elbowsmash on him during a tag title match, then 
watched—and refused to help—as Lex Luger 
“racked” the Outsider. 

“When you’re NWO, you’re NWO for life—for 


Hogan and Savage have 


survive, however, ‘Holly- 
wood” Hogan will have 
to put the squeeze on 
Savage again soon. 


Savage and Hogan have had some wild NWO times 
(here, with NBA badboy Dennis Rodman), but those 
times need to come to an end. Savage is of no use to the 
group at this point. Dump the bum! 
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SPREE TS ei a 


The “Macho Man” has unleashed his fury recent- 
ly against both “Diamond” Dallas Page (above) 
and The Giant (right). Imagine if Savage’s ‘‘mad- 
ness” was directed toward Kevin Nash and 
“Hollywood” Hogan! If the proper steps are 
taken, we need not worry about that. 


lifel—but Savage doesn’t begin to understand 
that,” Nash said in a moment of candor. “He’s 
getting in everyone's face, including mine, and 
that’s bad news all around. I’m not sure he 
was ever really 100 percent committed to us. 

He just saw this as the cool thing to do. 
‘Macho’ needs to learn his role in this group—fast—if 
he’s going to have a future in the NWO.” 
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“Kevin Nash has problems, and he’s trying to crawl 
inside the head of the ‘Macho Man,” Savage respond- 
ed, “but that’s not where he wants to go, trust me. 
They knew what they were getting when they signed 
me. | do what | want, when | want, how | want, and 
no one is going to stop me!” 

Hardly the words of a man committed to a cause. 

For a group that showed such cohesiveness in the 
face of its rival coming apart at the seams, the NWO 
seems ill-prepared to deal with any type of dysfunc- 
tion. The bottom line: Savage has to go. The message 
the group sent when Sting locked Savage in the 
Scorpion deathlock on January 26 and no one 
attempted to save him was neither loud enough nor 
strong enough. 


WRESTLING BAD GUYS 


Perhaps the one true wild card in the Savage-Hogan relationship: Eric Bischoff. What would he 
think of the idea of the NWO destroying the “Macho Man”? If he were smart, he’d agree with 
WRESTLING Bab Guys’ stance on the matter. 


Our advice? Get rid of him pronto. ; The first step would be for the NWO to publicly 
But don’t just stop there. Make sure : and privately end the rancor. Lull Savage into a false 
he’s of no help to anyone once he is : sense of security and make him believe that there is 


gone. : no lingering ill will. Lead Savage to believe the group 
Call it a pre-emptive strike, if you : is unified and moving forward. Throw money ora 

wish. Look at what Savage did when he -: title opportunity at him. 

felt Hulk Hogan and Elizabeth were con- | Then, when the attack occurs, do not do it in a 


spiring against him back in 1989: He went : public forum—that would give Savage the power of 
from popular role model to merciless = public sympathy, and fan favor has a funny way of 


madman with one slap to the face! i clearing Savage’s head. Plus, WCW wrestlers might 
“Savage has to understand that there isa = feel the need to interfere and help Savage, thus gain- 
pecking order,” said Hogan, who leveled = ing his confidence again. The attack must never be 
the slap on Savage felt ’round the wrestling : playable on anyone’s VCR. 
4 world. “It’s ‘Hollywood’s’ law or no law at: Do it privately, and focus the attack on Savage’s 
all. It begins and ends with me, and this will © knees and his back. The “Macho Man” is not a 
* be resolved. | am the peacemaker, and no ~ healthy, young rising star, and brutalizing those areas 
one—including the ‘Macho Man’—is gonna : would make it more likely that he wouldn’t be able to 
ei) stir up any more trouble.” ; return to action for a long, long time. 
We'd like to believe you, “Hollywood,” but : = After the attack, make certain that Elizabeth is still 
we're not sure we can. : on the NWO side. History has proven that Savage 
As a franchise member of the NWO, Savage ; does not focus well with her as his enemy. 
is willing to attack his cohorts. Think of how; The NWO needs to rid itself of Randy Savage if it 
he would act if they were his enemies! A turn = is to remain a powerful force in the sport today, 


against him must be swift and complete. He : tomorrow, and for years to come. A renegade mem- 

needs to be eliminated so that not only is he : ber simply doesn’t fit the unified philosophy the group 

not a threat to the NWO, but he’s of absolutely = extols. 

no value to WCW. : The NWO must obliterate Randy Savage ... for 
How might it be done? : the sake of its own future ... for life... forever. @ 
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In each issue, WrestLine Bap 
Guys will sit down with one 
of the sport’s top stars and 
bombard him with 10 
hard-hitting questions. 
It’s not quite like any 
interview youll read any 
other wrestling magazine. 
it’s better! 


“A good role model has to be 
honest, he has to play by the rules, 
and he has fo show respect to 
everyone around him ... | know 4 
lot about what it takes to be 
a good role model.” 


CHRIS JERICHO 


q 


WRESTLING BAD GUYS: 
Your attitude has certainly changed 
a lot in the last few months. Who 
are you patterning your career 


after? 


a predecessor. 


WEG: If you could have din- 
ner with one famous person, living : 
or dead, who would it be and : 


why? 


CHRIS JERICHO: Chris : 
Jericho has become a trendset- : 
ter. | set WCW on fire when I : 
first came here, and now that : 
I’ve seen the light, that fire is : 
becoming an inferno. For the : 
third time, | am the cruiser- | 
weight champion. No one : 
compares to me. | don’t need : 


CJ: I'd have to say Dr. : 
Sigmund Freud. I feel these | 
changes in my mind and I : 
really want to understand | 
them so I can make myself a | 
better wrestler and a better : 
person. He would understand : 
my complex personality. | 
Maybe | would give him some : 
of my theories. I’m no slouch : 
when it comes to psychology. : 
In fact, Freud might make a : 
good manager. Oh, yeah, he’s : 


’ ~ 


dead. Of course, he would 
have to pick up the tab. 


3 


WBG: Why do you think you 
are you so misunderstood? 

Cj: | am a complex person- 
ality, and the fans don’t under- 
stand that, so they boo me. 
They don’t appreciate a true 
talent who can use his mind as 
well as his body. It’s like the 
old saying: Nice guys finish 
last. Now I’m the cruiser- 
weight champion and the most 
talked-about wrestler in the 
world today. But | hate to be 
booed. They shouldn’t boo me. 


4 


WBG: Do you have any designs 
on joining the NWO? Why or why 
not? 

CJ: ’'m content being my 
own man. | don’t need an orga- 
nization to back me up. That 
includes WCW and the NWO. 
Don’t get me wrong. My phone 
has been ringing off the hook 
with offers from Bischoff, but 
I’m going.to walk alone. It’s 
Chris Jericho for life. Hey, that’s 
a pretty catchy phrase. Those 
NWO guys get booed an awful 
lot. Did I say that | hate that? 
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ae Cit 


team partner from all the wrestlers 


in WCW and the NWO and you 
i finesse player, because 


had to make your choice based on 


ability and experience alone—not : 
attitude or philosophy or anything : 
i when 


like that—who would it be? 


CJ: No question about it— : 
Rey Misterio Jr. | can’t think of | 
i would never do any- 
i thing like that. 


anything about Rey that | 
don’t like. Amazing ability. 
Great attitude. To team with 


a guy like that would be like a 
dream come true. It’s so : 


unfortunate that he hurt his 
knee so bad at Souled Out. 
I’m sorry I was involved in 


that. Get well soon, Rey. Let 
: Win matches. 


me tell everybody this: 


Something like that will never : 
i win fans. Well, | guess 


ever happen again. 


fans or did they turn against you? 


CJ: Most certainly, they 
turned on me. | am maturing 


as a person and as a wrestler, 


and they just can’t appreciate 


that yet. | would have hoped 


that they would support me 


no matter what. I guess | 


learned who my true friends 
; play by the rules, and he 
everything | had night after : 
night. Now when I ask for : 


and fans are. | gave them 


their support, I get booed. 
Boy, | hate that. But they’ll 
come around. 


Wa 


WBG: Let’s say your wrestling 
career ends today and there’s noth- : 


ing you can do to change that. 
What do you do tomorrow? 

CJ: Interesting question, 
and as usual, I have a good 
answer. My dad, Ted Irvine, 
played in the NHL, and I’ve 
played a lot of hockey, too, so 
I'd probably get involved in 


that. But I don’t think I’d want | 


to be one of those goons 
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; who’s always dropping 
: the gloves and fighting 
WBS: If you had to pick a tag : 


i describe your new philoso- 


should always own up to 


; five years, Chris Jericho will ... 


and hitting other play- 
ers from behind and all 
that. I’’d be more of a 


when I’m watching a 
hockey game, I hate 
players take 
cheap shots at each 
other. Chris Jericho 


& 


WBG: How would you 


phy on wrestling? 

CJ: Just win, baby. 
Win 
titles. But don’t try to 


my philosophy would 
be just win, except 


: when it comes to the fans. 
WBS: Did you turn against the : 


Yeah, that’s it. Just tell them 
not to boo me. | really hate to 


be booed. 


WBG: What makes a good 
role model? 

CJ: A good role model > 
has to be honest, he has to 


has to show respect to 


: everyone around him |@ 
: whether he likes those 


people or not. And when 
he makes a mistake, he 


it. | know a lot about what 


it takes to be a good role 
model. 


10 


WBG: Fill in the blank: In 


_ Cj: Have won more titles, will 
: have more fans, and will be rec- 
i ognized as the greatest wrestler 
: in the world. Everyone who’s 


: anyone will want to be like me. 
: And no one will boo me. | 


"I’m content being my own man. | 
don’t need an organization to back 
me up ... Don’t get me wrong. My 
phone hae been ringing off the 
hook with offers ftom Biechoff, but 
I'm going to walk alone.” 


"Well, | guace my philosophy 
would be just win, excapt when it 


- comes to the fans. Yeah, that’s it. 


Just tall them not to boo me. 
| really hate to be booed.” 
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FABULOUS MOOLAH 
BUDDY ROGERS 
FRITZ VON ERICH 
GEORGE STEELE 
IVAN KOLOFF 
KILLER KOWALSKI 
GORGEOUS GEORGE 
HARLEY RACE 

THE SHEIK 

FRED BLASSIE 
BRUISER BRODY 
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3 held the belt for so long that pro- 


In each issue, Weestiine Bap 
Guys will add another 
individual's name to our 


no-nonsense roll call of honor! 


to represent wrestling in the 
women’s wing of the BAD Guys : 
Hall of Fame, Fabulous Moolah 


F THERE WAS only one person ; 


would have the entire display to 
herself ... These days, any time a 
wrestler holds a title for more 
than three or four months, that 
reign is considered long ... For 
nearly three decades, Moolah 
ruled the women’s division of the 
World Wrestling Federation and 


moters finally put her picture on it 
... Began her career as “Slave 
Girl” Moolah, the second for a 
wrestler named The Elephant Boy 
... Won the belt on September 18, 
1956, by beating Judy Grable in a 
tournament final ... Held it for 28 
years (though Betty Boucher upset 
hér once and held it for a few 
days) ... Had legendary battles 
with nearly every women wrestler 
active in the "60s and ‘70s ... “I 
just went out there night after 
night and did whatever it took to 


hold on to my belt. All of a sudden, | 
20 years went by,” Moolah said ... : 
Then came Wendi Richter, Cyndi : 


Lauper, and rock ’n’ wrestling ... 


Those girls just wanted to have fun ‘ 
... But it was no fun for Moolah, : 
who saw her multi-decade title reign ° 


come to a crashing end in 1984 ... 
For a brief time, she went into an 
arachnid phase as the masked Spider 
Lady ... Richter got caught in her 
web and dropped the belt back to 
the feminine web crawler ... But the 
second reign was a mere two days 
old when “Sensational” Sherri 
Martel came along and took away 
the belt that no longer bore 
Moolah’s likeness ... Perhaps that 


The Fabulous Moolah was a pio- 
neer of women’s wrestling in the 
WWF, and a rulebreaking pioneer 
at that. Princess Little Cloud, a 
frequent opponent of Moolah in 
her younger days, knew just how 
fierce she could be. 
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was a jinx .. 


. “Women’s wrestling 
was changing, but | wouldn’t change 
with it,” said Moolah. “Maybe | under- 
estimated Richter and Martel a little” 
... As the WWF's women’s division 


hit its peaks and valleys, Moolah quiet- 
ly stepped out of the picture when 
she retired ... She didn’t retire with a 
belt, but that didn’t make her any less 
of a champion ... Women’s wrestling 
hasn’t been the same since she 
stopped competing full-time ... Both 
the WWF and WCW have tried to 
revive their women’s divisions, but 
neither lasted long ... We call it the 
Madusa/Alundra curse ... ECW’s 
women fight, but only when they 
think their men need help ... “I think 
that if the promoters had a commit- 
ment to women’s wrestling, the fans 
would soon learn to appreciate it,” 
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Moolah didn’t just 
pull her opponents’ 
hair when she wres- 
tled—she threw foes 
such as Judy Grable 
around the ring by 
their hair and made 
sure it hurt! She was 
so sadistic .. 
great. 


- and so 


mused Moo- 
lah. “There are 
many great 
female athletes 
out there, It’s 
sad” ... Moolah 
is doing her 
best to make 
sure that certain females 
don’t languish for too long, as 
she runs her own training 
camp for up-and-coming 
female wrestlers ... “Look at 
Japan,” Moolah said. “Those 
girls are getting involved 
when they’re teenagers. 
There is true dedication from 
the wrestlers and from the 
fans. | think it could happen 
in America just as easy” ... 
So the BAD Guys Hall of 
Fame salutes its newest 
inductee for her talent, perse- 
verance, and dedication to the 
sport that she contributed so 
much to as the greatest women’s 
champion of all-time ... Fabulous 
Moolah truly lives up to her name 
... She’s absolutely fabulous! 5 


Look how easily Moolah tossed 
Madusa around the ring as recently 
as 1988. Even as her career as a 
full-time wrestler was winding 
down, she was so dangerous and so 
much tougher than Madusa. What 
a warrior. 
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For period ending 


January 24, 1993 


You've never seen 
ratings like these before! 
That’s because we rank 
according to 
rulebreaking ability 

(or lack thereof), not 
mere wins and losses. 
Our criteria ave 
brutality, craftiness, 
and violence-qualities 
of the wrestlers in our 
Top 20. Conversely, 
those in the Bottom 20 
are simpering fan 
favorites, wrestlers with 
a blind belief in their 
own scientific ability, 

or just plain hypocrites 
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TOP 20 


1 Kevin Nash 356, Detroit, Ml 
Go ahead, ban his move. It'll only make 
him stronger 

2 Kane 342, parts unknown 
Once told his brother that gullible wasn’t 
a word 

3 Rocky Maivia 272, Pearl City, HI 
Early favorite for Most Improved Wrestler 

4 Shawn Michaels 234, San Antonio, TX 
More clothes and less mouth, please! 

5 Hulk Hogan 275, Venice Beach, CA 
He beat Sting! Twice! Easily! 

6 Scott Hall 287, Miami, FL 
His “American Dream” has come true 

7 Jeff Jarrett 230, Memphis, TN 


Smart decisions have brought him gold again! 


8 Marcus Bagwell 240, Marietta, GA 
The real “Total Package” 
9 Chris Jericho 225, Vancouver, 
British Columbia 
Hates the boos now. He'll get used 
to them 


10 Bill Goldberg 272, Tulsa, OK 


Average match lasts 90 seconds 


: 11 Mare Mero 235, Buffalo, NY 


Humiliating Tom Brandi is so easy 


12 Jesse James 240, Marietta, GA 


Stopped singing and started busting rules 


: 13 Billy Gunn 245, Austin, TX 


See Jesse James 


14 Randy Savage 237, Sarasota, FL 


In danger of jumping back to WCW’s side 


Fighting alongside Daddy won't help his 
status here 


16 Raven 235, Short Hills, NJ 


Show him the pain! 


- 17 Sabu 220, Bombay, India 


Bored in ECW? Perhaps it’s time to 
break out! 

18 Goldust 254, Austin, TX 
What does Daddy think? 

19 Barry Windham 273, Sweetwater, TX 
Not a Blackjack anymore 

20 Mark Henry 413, Austin, TX 
Bench-pressing fan favorites now 


BOTTOM 20 


| Owen Hart 227, Calgary, Alberta 
So good when he was bad 
2 Sting 260, Venice Beach, CA 
All this to get pinned. Back to the rafters! 
3 Steve Austin 241, Dallas, TX 
Shoving Tyson will not earn you points here 
4 The Undertaker 328, parts unknown 
All we can say is, “Well done!” 
5 Lex Luger 265, Chicago, IL 
Always a favorite NWO punching bag 
6 The Giant 430, parts unknown 
It’s hard not to laugh at that name now 
7 Ken Shamrock 235, San Bernardino, CA 
Rich Little couldn’t do a better 
impersonation of a rulebreaker 
8 Dallas Page 260, Tampa, FL 
Hard work also includes defending 
U.S. title once in a blue moon 
9 Booker T 250, Harlem, NY 
A singles star? Not for long! 


10 Larry Zbyszko 248, Pittsburgh, PA 


You don’t want a piece of Dusty! 


11 Faaroog 260, Perry, GA 


Perhaps you're destined to be a follower 


12 Bret Hart 235, Calgary, Alberta 


Now he loves Americans? We liked him 
better as a basher 


| 13 Davey Boy Smith 245, Leeds, England 


See Bret Hart 


14 Jim Neidhart 275, Tampa, FL 


Nobody asked his opinion of Ric Flair 


: _ 15 Vader 450, Denver, CO 
: 15 Brian Christopher 230, Memphis, TN : 


Remember when he was scary? 
We don’t, either 


16 Road Warrior Animal 285, Chicago, IL 


He’s back! Oops, bad choice of words 


_ 17 Road Warrior Hawk 277, Chicago, IL 


You only need $9.95 at Cost Cutters to fix 
that ‘do 


| 18 Rick Martel 236, Quebec City, Quebec 


Such a nice guy. We hate nice guys! 


19 Chainsaw Charlie 247, Amarillo, TX 


New spokesman for L’eggs 


20 Cactus Jack/Mankind/Dude Love 


277, Truth or Consequences, NM 
Can't Foley come up with a rulebreaker? 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Beautiful, man, beautiful! With 
his MEsory over The Giant, Kevin 
Nash earns the top 
spot for this issue. 
He flaunts his now- 
banned “jackknife” 
power bomb for 
executives to see and 
wrestlers to feel. 
Ouch! 

One wrestler who might feel 
Nash’s awesome power soon is Ran- 
dy Savage. While the NWO is sup- 
posed to be one big, happy family, 
“Macho” has made his differences with 
Nash a public spectacle and often tries 
to interfere in his matches. Not only 
does Nash have to watch out for 
Savage, but he now has to contend 
with legislation from WCW Executive 
Committee Chairman J.J. Dillon. We 
know it’s not easy, but keep up the 
good work, Kevin! 

Other important stuff ... At the 
sickening end of the spectrum, it’s a 
wholesale sellout that includes the 
entire Hart Foundation, with Owen 
Hart leading the way as the biggest 
traitor. All of them needed a change, 
but this? The rulebreaking power of 
that group is now a memory as they all 
cup their hands and practically beg for 
the fans’ approval. Disgusting. 

Fortunately, we can replace them in 
our Top 20 with two up-and-comers: 
Chris Jericho and Mark Henry. 
Both showed they were worthy of 
joining the rulebreaking fraternity by 
turning against unsuspecting fan 
favorites. Jericho worked over Rey 
Misterio Jr. until his knee needed 
surgery, and Henry flipped on “The 
World’s Least Dangerous Man,” Ken 
Shamrock, during a tag team match. 
Welcome, boys! Hope you can stay 
the course! 


Kevin Nash 
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They may be in the minor- 
ity, but there are some editors 
who believe that there MUST 
be a magazine devoted to 
those wrestlers, managers, 
and valets who couldn’t care 
less about the rules of this 
sport or the wishes of most 
fans, There was a magazine 
for them, but for now, at 
least, the majority view of the _ 
editorial board prevails. 

With the climbs to power of such groups 
as the New World Order and The Nation Of 
Domination, might we one day see the return 
of Bad Guys? For now, those of you who sub- 
scribe to this view of the sport can at least rel- 
ish these historic back issues of Wrestling 
Rulebreaker and Bad Guys, The Magazines 
With A Bad Attitude. 

Wrestling 93: Rulebreaker (Spring 1993): 
Bobby Heenan & “Narcissist” Lex Luger: The 
Total Package Of Brain & Brawn: Color Pinup: 
Steve Austin vs. Rick Steamboat. Plus: Cactus 
Jack, Rick Rude, Jerry Lawler, Rulebreaker’s 
Insider With Joey Styles, Big Van Vader, Hall of 
Fame—The Sheik. 

Wrestling 93: Rulebreaker (Fall 1993): 
Yokozuna: He Flattened Hulk Hogan ... 
Crushed Hulkamania Forever ... Spit In The 
Face Of America ... And We Love It! Color 
Pinup: Paul Orndorff vs. Ron Simmons. Plus: 
Four Horsemen, 10 favorites we'd like to see turn 
dirty, baddest man poll, Rick Rude-Dustin 
Rhodes, Giant Gonzalez, Jerry Lawler, Hall of 
Fame—Fred Blassie. 


ia Spring 1993 WRESTLING RULEBREAKER/BAD GUYS 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
BOX 910 

FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


Please send me the back issues I've checked. 
Tenclose $ as payment in full. 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
Name 


Address 
City 


In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be sent boat mail, and! 
$3 for every back issue to be sent airmail. International money order in U.S. funds only. Please, 
allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. ' 


Wrestling 93: Rulebreaker (Winter 
1993): Brat Patrol! Wrestling 93 
Targets The Sport’s Most Pampered 
Players. Plus: Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, 
Steve Austin, Lex Luger, The Kid, 
Heavenly Bodies, Hall of Fame—Harley 


Wrestling 94—Rulebreak- 
er: Forget About Those 
Other Guys—Here Are The 
Real Year-End Awards. 
(Spring 1994): 1993—The 
Year Of The Rulebreaker. 
Plus: Sting, Brian Lee, Hall 
of Fame—Killer Kowalski. 
Wrestling Bad Guys 
(Winter 1994); King Kong 
Bundy—Monster With 
A Mission. Color Pinup: Bon 
Backlund. Plus: Tommy Dreamer, UFOs, Hulk 
Hogan, Abdullah the Butcher, Big Van Vader, Hall 
of Fame—Ivan Koloff. 

Wrestling Bad Guys (Spring 1995); Vader’s 
Vow Of Violence: “I’ve Begun My Systematic 
Destruction Of Hulk Hogan!’ Color Action 
Gallery: Sabu. Plus: Kevin Sullivan, Bob 
Backlund, Ric Flair, Jim Cornette & The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express, Tatanka, fat wrestlers, Hall of 
Fame—George Steele. 

Wrestling Bad Guys (Summer 1995); WCW 
In Hogan’s Control: The Inmate Is Running 
The Asylum! Color Action Gallery: Big Van 
Vader. Plus: WCW Uncensored, Bret Hart-Jerry 
Lawler, Bubba Rogers, the next Flair, Hall of 
Fame—Fritz Von Erich. 


ta Fall 1993 


‘1 Winter 1993 
: . 


1C] Spring 1994 


Apt. 
Zip. 


‘| Winter 1994 
: State 


i (1) Spring 1995 
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Hunter Hearst Helmsley has 
Ken Shamrock in a bad posi- 
tion and is taking much plea- 
sure in pounding his fist into 
Shamrock’s head. “Triple-H” 
loves bashing role models, 
especially the kind with rip- 
pling muscles and a positive 
attitude. And to have a rep- 
utable competitor like Sham- 
rock sucking wind and begging 
for mercy is almost more than 
he could ask for. It looks like 
the world’s most dangerous 
man isn’t so dangerous after 
all. Get him leaning on the 
guardrail and he looks down- 
right weak and pathetic! 
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Just Try Messing 
/ With Her! 


WORLD TITLE 
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For period ending January 30, 1998 
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RANKING M 
1. Shawn Michaels = 
2. Steve Austin 
3. Kane 

4. Owen Hart = 
5. Ken Shamrock - 
6. Vader = 
7. The Undertaker - 
8. Marc Mero = 
9. Goldust aa 

10. Mark Henry + 


WORLD TAG TEAM 


+ + 
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Cl 12-1H THE SKINNY 


RANKING M 
1. Gunn/James + 
2. Road Warriors . 
3. Cactus/Chainsaw = 
4. Godwinns . 
5. Owen/Shamrock + 


INTERCONTINENTAL 


Cl 12-1H THE SKINNY 
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Lewd and loving it 
Could he beat Holyfield? 
Is he ruthless or what? 
Shining without Bret 
Keep your cool 

‘Dust buster 

Burning mad 

Sable! Sable! Sable! 
Who is he today? 

He’s getting better 


— 
owo co — S&S Ww SP WH 
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| Not easy to beat 

2 Mystique is gone 

3 Or is it Mick and Terry? 
2 Ornery as ever 

5 This could really work 


POPS C SHOE EEO ESEEHESE EEE SE OES ES OEE HESS EOESOSEHESOESEEEEESEOESEOSES ES ESEEESESESOEESESO OES 


RANKING M 
1. Rocky Maivia = 
2. Ken Shamrock + 
3. Marc Mero = 
4. Taka Michinoku + 
5. Tom Brandi . 


POCO OSOSHHHHEEO ESET ESE SEOEDEOEES 


Cl_12-IH THE SKINNY 


2 
| 
2 
] 
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l Just “The Rock” 

2 Uncrowned champ 
3 A tad jealous 

4 Japan’s finest 

5 Been struggling 


SEPP HEHEHE ESTES OREEEEEEHEEESHOEEEEEOS 


M=momentum; Cl=consecutive issues in ratings; 12-IH=12-issue high 


s ee ‘Steve Austin 
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Since rising from the 
ashes of The Undertaker’s 
past, Kane has not only 
become a persistent pest to 
his older brother, but also a 
major adversary to most of 
the WWF’s roster. Kane re- 
mained undefeated as of 
press time, and it seems as 
if the only one who may be 
able to counter this awe- 
some beast is The Under- 
taker himself. 

Paul Bearer’s latest 
charge has become almost 
as dominant as his first one. 
Kane has easily beaten 
every challenger put in front 
of him, including the revital- 
ized Vader numerous times. 
Kane’s only weakness seems 
to be fleeting pangs of emo- 
tion when dealing with his 
brother, but he usually 
rebounds from them by dev- 
astating “Taker with another 
despicable act of violence. 

The Undertaker has 
vowed to never face off 
against Kane. That may be 
a good thing for him, since 
Kane may be the one man 
who could destroy him. 
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year’s Royal Rumble. The fact that | have never 

wrestled in my life is moot. In fact, WWF officials 
have made it clear that today’s “sports entertainers” 
need not have experience or interest in wrestling. 

That became even:more apparent during the 
1998 Rumble. Steve Austin won the event, outlast- 
ing all the other “artists formerly known as 
wrestlers.” Austin has the right business approach: 
Whenever he is in the ring, his only goal is to set up 
his opponent for a “Stone-Cold stunner” as soon as 
possible. And can anyone remember the last time 
he lost a match? 

| enjoy watching Austin; he is relentless, has a 


PLAN TO throw my name in the hat for next 


Steve Austin made news around the country when he confronted Mike Tyson 
on WWF television the night after the Royal Rumble. The WWF is apparently 
hoping that adding another non-wrestler will make it stronger. 


_ By Bryan Ethier — 


salty wit, and takes no gruff 
from anyone. But the “run in, 
stun, you're out” bit is growing 
stale. So is his penchant for 
the dramatic. Just ask Mike 
Tyson. What was the former 
heavyweight boxing champ 
doing at the Rumble and at the 
January 19 edition of Raw /s 
War? A night after showing up 
at the Rumble, Tyson was 
backstage being wooed and 
wowed by Sunny, The Nation 
of Domination, and several 
other groups. 

That night, 
Vince McMahon introduced Tyson 
to the capacity crowd as the 
“Baddest Man On The Planet.” Not 
anymore, he isn’t. Tyson was about 
to render a long-awaited announce- 
ment when Austin entered the ring, 
challenged Tyson, then assailed 
him with an obscene gesture. 
Tyson responded by shoving 
Austin, and a fracas ensued. 

Have we not learned that non- 
wrestlers do not belong in the 
squared circle, no matter what their 
athletic skills are? No, we didn’t, 
because McMahon and company 
want to delight fans with this new 
brand of entertainment wrestling. 
What happened to man vs. man? 
The thrill of the good guy vs. the 
bad guy? Chief Jay Strongbow 
vs. Mr. Fuji? Wrestling at its heart 
will always be about good vs. evil. 

Jeff Jarrett’s return to the 
WWF, to allegedly re-discover his 
lost place in the sport, was a suc- 
cessful one. In a sense. He formed 
an alliance with Barry Windham 
and The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, a 
group fronted by chief loudmouth 
Jim Cornette, and added yet 
another clique to the WWF. 


WRESTLE AMERICA 


ae RTE, 


&,. 


Jeff Jarrett is back in the WWF, and he’s the proud holder 
of the NWA North American title. Unfortunately, he’s just 
as cocky as he was in his previous stints in the WWF. 


Perhaps Jarrett will dazzle us with his fine soprano 
voice? | really wanted him to succeed this time 
around, to become a favorite of the fans. But he’s 
the same obnoxious loudmouth as before. Anyway, 
Jarrett recently captured the NWA North American 
title, one of too many belts being shuffleboarded 
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around the WWF. Good for him. 

The federation is beginning to resemble the 
World Boxing Association. How many champions 
can we have? There’s the World title, the |-C title, 
the European title, the tag team title, the King of the 
Ring championship, the NWA North American title 
... did | miss anything? No one fails in the WWF 
because everyone wears a belt. And those side- 
kicks, such as Chyna, wave their bosses’ belts 
around so they can feel like winners, too. , 

Owen Hart recently captured that European title 
by beating not the previous champion, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, but by beating Goldust, who 
dressed as Hunter for the match. Sgt. Slaughter let 
the title change stand, which tells you all you need 
to know about how Slaughter is doing as WWF 
commissioner. 

Owen is one of the few wrestlers who lets his 
ability speak for him, by putting his “sharpshooter” 
ahead of his sharp tongue. His chance to win the 
Royal Rumble was foiled when Helmsley and Chyna 


' interfered. Owen wrestled in his brother Bret’s 


shadow for a long time, but now he’s finally devel- 
oping into a true superstar. 
Goldust, on the other hand, lets anything but his 


v 


Owen Hart has finally become a favorite of the fans in the 
WWF. He doesn’t spend as much time talking as he used to, 
but he is showing just how good a wrestler he can be. 
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Fe DOES RE OIE OLEAN AOA LOO 


Shawn Michaels has fared rea- 
sonably well against The 
Undertaker in recent months 
(above). That's mostly because 
Paul Bearer and Kane (right) 
have done everything in their 
power to bring ‘Taker down. 


ability speak for him. How 
many more outrageous outfits 
can he wear? How many dif- 
ferent wrestlers will he try to 
impersonate? His win-loss § 
record has not been impres- 
sive at all (especially against 
Vader) since he got together 
with Luna Vachon, but he 
says he’s enjoying life more F 
than ever. How long until his F 
estranged wife, Marlena, §- 
returns to the WWF to battle FF 
him in some way? 

Love him or hate him, 
Shawn Michaels gives every 
fan his money’s worth when 
he is able to shed deadweights Helmsley and 
Chyna. “The Heartbreak Kid’s” performance at the 
Royal Rumble punctuated his stake as the game’s 
top performer. Although Michaels won his casket 
match with The Undertaker because of Kane’s 
interference, Michaels should get kudos for his work 
ethic. It still isn’t certain whether Michaels knew 
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Kane was going to interfere. 

But we know Paul Bearer did. He had been play- 
ing his cards cleverly for six months. He was the 
master puppeteer pulling the strings of "Taker and 
Kane—pulling them apart, bringing them back 
together, then pulling them apart again. Kane 
attacked ‘Taker during the casket match and rolled 
his groggy sibling into the coffin. That's when the 
scene became horrific. Kane used an ax to chop 
holes into the coffin in which ‘Taker lay. Then he lit 
the wooden box on fire. When WWF officials 
opened the casket, Taker was gone. 

“You gotta admit, | had every one of you in my 
hand,” beamed a psychotic Bearer on Raw the fol- 
lowing night. 

My question to Bearer and the rest of the WWF is 
this: What can you do to get me in your hand? What 
can be done to bring back the sporting component 
of wrestling? What needs to be done to clean up the 
WWF's cheap and tawdry act? 

Here’s my suggestion: Dismantle the cliques and 
force titleholders to defend their belts on a weekly 
basis against wrestlers who deserve title shots. Do 


we need to have ongoing tournaments to skim the 
unfit from the cream of the crop? Perhaps. But 
imagine if every night you could see The Undertaker 
vs. Shawn Michaels; Owen Hart vs. Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley; Rocky Maivia vs. Ken Shamrock. How 
about a little sanity? What am | saying? I’m sure 


that’s too much to ask. oO 
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1995 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 1997 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 
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$997 ALMANAC 

‘The authoritative wrestling refer- 
ence tool. Full pay-per-view and 
supercard results. Title histories. 
Every “PWI 500.” 1996 Stats. 
Digest-sized. 196 pages! 


Exclusive scouting reports on 30.0f 
wrestling’s best. PLUS—30 hilarious 
full-page caricatures by PWI’s Jason 
Conlan! 100 pages! 32 color pinups! 


1997 WRESTLING ANNUAL 
Butt-kickin’, attitude-filled “pro-files,” 
plus a look at: what we felt was ahead 
in 1997 for wrestling’s top stars. 
What's in. what's out. 100-pages! 32 
color pinups! 


We turn loose caricaturist Jason 
Conlan one more time (whether his 
subjects like it or not!), 30 scouting 
reports; 32 color pinups! 
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—The: Most MeoPable” 
“PWiI Press Conferences” 
Of All-Time 


PWEINTER VIEW SPECIAL 

One select “Press Conference” since 
1979, PWI’s first year. Scott Hall, 
Bruno Sammartino, Dallas Page, 
Kevin Von Erich, Ric Flair, and more! 
32 color pinup! 
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Before making his ring en- 
trance, Marc Mero always warns 
Sable to “stay in her place”. 
Sable has been struggling in her 
subservient role, but she has | 
been trying her best to please. 
"Mero (top right). Her attempts 

< haven't been appreciated. : 
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Photos by Frank Vitucci & John S. Pithers 


After a knee injury 
sidelined him for 
six months, Marc 

ero returned to the 

ring. A lot had 
changed. 
Suddenly, 

“Marvelous” 

Marc wasn’t 
as popular 

as Sable. 
Now he 
wants 

to settle the 
score with 
his valet 


By Bryan Ethier 


Tvs WORST PART of it all 
was trying to find the eye 
slits so she could see the 
ring in front of her. It was bad 
enough she was stumbling around 
in four-inch high heels, but being 
half-blind further exacerbated mat- 
ters. And Sable was feeling humili- 
ated enough lately. She didn’t 
need to feel scared as well. 

| don't deserve this degra- 
dation, she thought. She sniffled 
back a sob, which, fortunately, no 
one in the huge audience of 
10,000 could hear. 

Sable took one small cautious 
step down the slick arena runway. 
Then she paused. This head is so 
heavy! she thought. 

She leaned against a restrain- 
ing barrier for support, then gin- 
gerly reached above her shoulders 
and steadied her faux head. 


Actually, she was wear- 
ing a heavy plastic, fur- 
covered replica of a rein- 
deer head, complete with 
bugging eyes, a cute 
smile, and budding 
antlers. Best known for 
her scanty ring attire, 
Sable’s statuesque phy- 
sique was now shameful- 
ly hidden behind a full- 
body reindeer costume. 

She slowly appro- 
ached the squared cir- 
cle, where her compan- 
ion stood like an emper- 
or with his arms folded 
and his head tossed 
back arrogantly. A huge 
villainous smile crept 
across his face. 

Behind Marc Mero, 
back a few rows in the 
crowd, a portly teenager 
with delayed puberty 
raised a sign that read, 
“Sable is my love slave.” 

The sign was stran- 
gely appropriate. Over 
” the last few months, 

Sable has become a pitiful 

servant to Mero’s sadistic 
whims. But love has played no 
part in what has become a dys- 
functional relationship crumbling 
beneath the weight of jealousy 
and mistrust. 

“Get up here, Sable,” Mero 
barked, dressed in boxing shorts 
and matching black robe. He 
punched a few jabs into the air 
and danced a short Ali shuffle. 

Sable struggled with the bulky 
pseudo-head, holding it on while 
trying to slip through the ropes and 
into the ring. This scene punctuat- 
ed the previous eight weeks for 
one of the federation’s darlings: 
She had spent most of her energy 
just trying to hold her career 
together, her life together, her self- 
esteem in one piece. But all had 
come tumbling down. 

She made her way into the ring 
with her giant reindeer head 
bowed in submission. Her master 
approached her, resentment smol- 
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Sable hasn't been the only victim of 
Mero's frustration. He also gets 

his kicks from stomping her 

most valiant defender, Tom 

Brandi. Will Mero ever 

see the error of 

his ways? 


dering in eyes that beheld only 
hatred. 

“| am the master here, Sable!” 
Mero screamed. “Just you under- 
stand who got you here. It was 
me, not you. Don’t think for one 
instance | became champion and 
the most popular wrestler in the 
world simply because you flashed 
a little skin to a few million people, 
including the CEO of this compa- 
ny. The ‘Marvelous One’ created 
you, and | can take you down. 
Now get out of the ring and go 
back to the locker room and shine 
my shoes and press my clothes.” 

The audience hushed. The fans 
watched in disbelief as Sable 
quivered, then shook inside her 
embarrassing attire. It was appar- 
ent she had broken down and was 
now sobbing. 
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A buzz crept through the build- 
ing. Then it grew to a few shouts. 
Then screams. Then a huge roar. 
From nowhere, a rugged man in 
blue tights flew over the top rope. 

“Tom Brandi!” scores of young 
girls shouted at once to the WWF's 
latest knight in shining armor. With 
blinding ease, Brandi moved Sable 
out of harm’s way, then dashed 
across the ring toward Mero, who 
stood wide-eyed and motionless. 
Brandi threw a quick right; he fol- 
lowed with a straight left. Then a 
flurry of uppercuts and crosses sent 
Mero flying over the ropes and onto 
the arena floor. 

At that moment, the mood in 
the building changed. Sable 
zipped out of the reindeer cos- 
tume, revealing a skimpy Santa 
outfit underneath. It was time for 
Christmas cheer and Sable wasn’t 
going to disappoint her fans. 
Mero, still visibly groggy, hustled 
her back to the locker room. 

So why did Brandi feel com- 
pelled to rescue Sable? Isn’t he 
worried about incurring Mero’s 
wrath? 

“| don’t understand why Mero 
isn’t happy Sable is getting some 


Mero is reminiscent of his old 


moniker, “Wildman,” whenever he 


wrestles Brandi. Choking Brandi 
against the ropes is a favorite 
tactic. Maybe Brandi will 

choke some 

sense into 

Mero soon. 
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“Marvelous” Marc is caught off-guard by a Brandi 
hiptoss. Brandi, one of the sport’s most 
underrated competitors, often uses 
Mero’s blind rage to 

. , his advantage. 


should-take a long, hard look in 
the mirror.” 

Would he find a jealous man 
unfairly degrading his best friend 
in the world? He would, if he 
retains any portion of his soul. He 
might also recognize that his bit- 
terness is caused by his own 
paranoia. 

“The saddest thing about this 
affair is that Sable still does care 
for Marc,” said WWF commentator 
Michael Cole. “That’s obvious to 
me. Although she has been humil- 
iated, reproached, even castigat- 
ed by Marc Mero in public, she 
still accompanies him to every 
match. She is still ringside to sup- 
port him. That should speak vol- 
umes about her loyalty. And Sable 
has never been one to flaunt her 
popularity, regardless of what 
Marc Mero thinks.” 

What Marc Mero thinks, howev- 
er, is precisely the problem. If he 
changes his opinion of Sable, 
maybe he can concentrate on liv- 
ing up to his.potential. oO 


On a purely athletic basis, Brandi has had the 


attention,” said Brandi. “He should 
be very proud of her. | don’t like 
meddling in someone else’s 
affairs, but Mero opened himself 
up for that when he decided to 
embarrass Sable in front of mil- 
lions of people. If Mero has a 
problem with me coming to the 
ring, he needs to take it up with 
me—not Sable.” 

During the six months Mero 
was sidelined with a serious knee 
injury, Sable grew in stature from 
a humble tag-a-long to one of the 
federation’s more popular figures. 
She did so, some experts claim, 
because she became more visi- 
ble—literally. 

“The problem with Mero is that 
he should be blaming himself for 
his failings, not Sable,” said 
Brandi. “Sable was just being her- 
self. It isn’t her fault Mero could 
only hold onto the Intercontinental 
title for just a few weeks. He 


due to his knee injury, must resort 
to a more conservative 
ground attack. 
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edge in his matches with Mero. He has been 
able to use aerial moves, while Mero, 
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THE DISCIPLES OF APOCALYPSE vs. THE TRUTH 
COMMISSION: The DOA are really tough, but Chainz 
wasn’t quite tough enough when he faced Kurrgan of 
The Truth Commission, He almost matched his size, 
but not his ruthlessness. 
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HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN vs. THE HEADBANGERS: What 
happens when two of the WWF's toughest teams meet in a 
country whipping match? We see a wild brawl. Moshpnearly 
ripped off Thrasher’s kilt/skirt before landing ‘on Phineas 
(above), then Thrasher clotheslined Henry with a strap (right). 


THE UNDERTAKERws. GOLDUST: 
Mind games,aren’t very effective 
when facing’@ man who claims to be 
from the dark side. Goldust discov- 
ered that when The Undertaker 
lunged from his casket and nailed 
him with a right hand. 
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TAKA MICHINOK HRISTOPHER: Chris- 
topher combi ng tactics, but the 
WWE light hea can easily beat “Too 
Sexy” at the ae neutralizing one of 
Christopher's primary 


daeDespite some bizarre 
attempts, Gol asn't b ble to psych 
out Vader. Here Vader senc n flying with 


— Goldust should 
and concentrate 
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E ROAD WARRIORS: It’s 
still hard to believe that nd Jesse James defeat- 
ed The Road Warrior. orld tag team title. In 
this match, Animal. shing to the canvas 
with a back suplex. 


KANE vs. CHAINZ: Chainz a fucky he didn’t suffer a serious 
injury when Kane droppe 

many others in the ww! 

way to beat Kane. ; 
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Duped By His Own Partner 


Photos by Frank Vitucci 


HOW CACTUS: 
SOTIZOPHRENIA 
INGENSED 


DIEVE 
AUSTIN! 


By Craig Peters 


REPARATION IS PROBABLY the sin- : 
Ps most important element in pro 

wrestling. The competitor who is pre- wil ef ‘ 
pared—who knows his opponent's personali- ai - 
ty, style, strengths, and weaknesses—will ! i » 


have a clear advantage over the competitor 
who enters the match blind every single time. 
Preparation is doubly important in tag team 
wrestling. Not only must a competitor know 
his opponent’s strengths and weaknesses, 
but he needs to know about his partner's, too. 
Ideally, he will know his partner as well as he 
knows himself. He will understand his part- 


ner’s body language and his personality 
quirks. 

Of course, when it comes to personality 
quirks, Mick Foley wears the championship 
gold ... and then some! 
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"Stone-Cold" Steve AUStii isnot the 
man you want to fave) ang jateyou tT a 


your name is) Cactus Jack — 
or Mankind 


or Dude; Hove. Prva pont % ae 


“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin 
trained with Dude Love and 
expected Dude Love to show up 

_ at Madison Square Garden. He Bh ; = 
got Cactus Jack instead (left). ; : 
Austin was less than thrilled 2 : f 
about Mick Foley's switcheroo. | 


Austin and Cactus Jack team up on D-Lo Brown. Of 
all the personalities in Foley’s head, Cactus Jack is 
the one most similar to Steve Austin. That’s why 
Austin wanted Jack to be his partner in the first place. 


Which didn’t make it easy for 
“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin, who 
knew that Foley was going to be 
his partner in a tag team match 
against The Nation of Domina- 
tion’s Rocky Maivia and D-Lo 
Brown at Madison Square Garden 
in January. 

““Stone-Cold’ usually stays pret- 
ty focused during his training ses- 
sions,” said a source close to 
Austin. “But this time around, he 
was more focused on Dude Love 
than he was on his wrestling.” 

The focus, in fact, was on trying 
to ditch Love in favor of another 
side of Foley’s personality: Cactus 
Jack. 

“To be perfectly honest, Austin 
was furious,” the source contin- 
ued. “He’s not a patient man, but 
he kept trying to talk through Dude 
to get to Foley, and then through 
Foley to Cactus. Hell, Foley and 
that clan he’s. got living inside his 
head would give the best psychol- 
ogist a run for his money, and 
‘Stone-Cold’s’ no doctor, so you 
can imagine how frustrating and 
aggravating it all was.” 

Especially since Austin, who 
likes to be prepared for any situa- 
tion, would have preferred enter- 
ing the ring against The Nation of 
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Domination with Cactus 
by his side rather than 
Dude Love. Cactus’ 
hard-edged style is 
closest in nature to 
Austin’s, and the two 
men would clearly domi- 
nate the bout given the 
proper preparation. 
“Steve and Dude 
actually got into some 
heated arguments,” the 
source revealed, “and it 
was getting pretty ugly. 
Dude had to reassure 
Steve time and time 
again that he’d be fine, 
that he’d wrestle well, 
and that he was up to 
the task. Steve wasn’t 
happy about it, but he 
didn’t have a whole lot 
of choice at that point.” 

So Dude Love it was through 
the training sessions, and Dude 
Love it was as far as Austin was 
concerned. 

You can only 
imagine Austin’s 
reaction when Cac- 
tus Jack showed 
up at Madison 
Square Garden. 

“| heard scream- 
ing coming from 
Austin’s dressing 
room,” said Photo 
Editor Frank Vit- 
ucci, who was at 
the Garden to pho- 
tograph the match, 
“and | didn’t know 
what it was at the 
time. All | knew 
then was that Aus- 
tin was mad ... real 
mad. Then | saw 
Cactus come out of 
the dressing room. 
It didn’t make 
sense then, but 
after we did some 
investigation, all 
the pieces came 
together.” 

Fortunately for 
Austin and Cactus, 


© nag 


‘After battling Maivia in the runway, Cactus Jack emerged 
with a cart full of foreign objects. Here, he uses some 
‘rope to corral D-Lo Brown. Would Dude Love have resort- 
ed to raiding Madison Square Garden's dumpsters? 


they came together quickly. 

Cactus started the falls-count- 
anywhere match against Brown, 
overwhelming him with kicks and 
punches. Brown retaliated with a 
stunning clothesline that stag- 
gered Cactus, who quickly recov- 
ered and clotheslined Brown to 
the arena floor. 

Maivia then helped Brown back 
into the ring, where Austin was 
waiting. “Stone-Cold” thumped 
Brown, then taunted Maivia by 
stretching Brown’s arm toward the 
corner, baiting Maivia to make the 
tag. Maivia finally did, which is 
exactly what Austin wanted. A 
brutal fistfight ensued, before 
Austin floored a shaky Maivia with 
a shoulderblock. 

The action quickly moved out- 
side the ring, where “Stone-Cold” 
hit Brown with a table as Maivia 
battled Cactus back to the dress- 
ing room area. 

Several minutes later, Maivia 
returned to ringside looking tri- 


WRESTLE AMERICA 


umphant and claiming that he had 
beaten up Cactus in the hallway. 
Evidently, he hadn’t completed the 
job. Cactus returned to ringside 
pushing a janitor’s cart filled with 


Foley got his head straight. 
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Although “Stone-Cold” was able to finish off D-Lo 
and was generally happy with Cactus’ effort, he 
said he wouldn’t team with him again until Mick 


Among the weapons provided by 
Cactus were these tables. D-Lo 
Brown and Rocky Maivia get to 
inspect their construction up 
lose. Cactus’ matches usually 
nd in chaos, which is just fine 
with Austin. : 


foreign objects! 
The ringside steps ... a table ... 


a wooden box ... a broom ... 
weapons and bodies were flying 
everywhere! One “Stone-Cold 
. stunner’ later, Brown was 
down for the count. 

The victory went to 
Austin and Cactus, but 
the match was far from 
| over. Faaroog and Kama 
Mustafa stormed the ring, 
with Kama _ attacking 
Cactus as Faarooq went 
after Austin. “Stone-Cold” 
stood his ground, deliver- 
ing “stunners” to Maivia, 
Faaroog, and Kama be- 
fore leaving. 

But there was one 
more “stunner” to deliver, 
and Austin unleashed it 
| before an eager inter- 
viewer. 

“| don’t give a damn 
» about this match,” he said 
with characteristic intensi- 
ty. “But | do give a damn 
about my next match. 
And the one after that. 
» And the one after that. 
When | step into that ring, 
| want to know what to 
expect. No surprises. 
Cactus Jack was a hell of 
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a partner tonight, and I’d wrestle 
with him any time. But he’s got 
some serious explaining to do, 
son.” 

At that moment, Cactus walked 
into the dressing room. All eyes 
turned to him. 

“What? What?” 

Austin locked his gaze onto 
Cactus’ eyes. 

“You damn well know what. 
You know exactly what. And you 
can go tell it to Dude Love, 
dammit. Don’t you ever—ever— 
pull this kind of crap on me again, 
son! A man’s only as good as his 
word. A man gives his word to be 
in a certain place at a certain time, 
he follows through, or as far as I’m 
concerned, he ain’t worth the 
effort to spit on him. That goes for 
you, for Dude Love, for Mick 
Foley, for whoever the hell you 
happen to be this week. And that’s 
the bottom line.” 

Cactus glared back at Austin, 
said nothing, then turned his back 
and headed to the shower. 

“Bottom line? He’s got it,” 
Austin said, “because if he ain’t 
got it, it's gonna mean some seri- 
ous trouble where ‘Stone-Cold’ is 
concerned. That’s that. End of 
interview.” 

End of story ... for now. fa] 
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HEIGHT: 5'7” 
WEIGHT: 169 


HOMETOWN: Morioka, Japan » 


MAJOR TITLES HELD: WWF 
light heavyweight (1997-present) 
BIGGEST STRENGTH: 
Possesses a good mix of 
scientific and aerial ability 
BIGGEST WEAKNESS: Lack of 
power 

FAVORITE MANEUVER: 
“Michinoku driver” 

CLOSEST ALLY: Owen Hart 
MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
Brian Christopher 

BIGGEST MATCH: Defeated 
Brian Christopher in tournament 
final for WWE light heavyweight 
title, December 7, 1997 
IMMEDIATE GOAL: Defend his 
belt in America and in his native 
Japan 

LONG-RANGE GOAL: To do 
whatever he can to make the 
WWF light heavyweight division 
stronger and more visible 

HE SAID IT: “| am very proud to 
represent the WWE in America 
and Japan. Thank you to all of 
my fans around the world.” 


78 


WRESTLE AMERICA 


SPECIAL COLLECTOR'S ISSUEI EXTRA PAGES! 
< BS Pe 


Will the NWO survive another year? 
Can the WWF reclaim its spot as the 
top U.S.-based promotion? Will HULK 
HOGAN return to the WWF in the next 
year? Is there too much lewdness in the 
WWF? Who is, pound-for-pound, the 
best wrestler in the world? These are 
just a few of the 50 questions we posed 
.in our “PW/ Poll” ... How did STING 
become the savior of the NWO? We'll 
explain ... SABU keeps suffering injury 
after injury, but he keeps right on 
wrestling. How does he do it? His 
doctors aren’t even sure ... Don’t miss 
our full-color centerfold of 
STEVE AUSTIN 


All this—and much more— 


in the May 1998 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


NOW ON SALE! 


' . . The 
eee: tow He’s 
for Target Of The NWO And WOW! 
A190 FORK. ah is 


| STREE AUS TRE: A ARM ABADI HORS | : 
FOOSSLE 56 RARLES HER : 
| 


———— 


OWEN HART is disillusioned, 
disgruntled, and disgusted. He must 
fight his brother’s enemies, including 
DEGENERATION X, all alone. Even 

worse, the WWF might be trying to 
screw another Hart ... “DIAMOND” 
DALLAS PAGE has won the U.S. title, 
but his problems are just beginning. 
Now he’s the target of the NWO and 
WCW ... Why is STEVE AUSTIN so 
popular? It’s because he’s not a juvenile 
punk, a spoiled brat, or a gang thug. 
He’s aman among boys ... LARRY 
ZBYSZKO, in our “Hotseat” interview, 
explains why the NWO has made him 
feel genuine hatred for the first time 


All this—and much more— 


in the May 1998 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


NOW ON SALE! 


Reesie Dockson, Balti- 
more, MD: “From a 
business standpoint, I 
can see why WCW 
made this decision. Just 
look at the numbers. 
When a _ promotion 
sanctions a tag team 
event, it must pay twice 
as much money to the 
participants. In other 
words, it’s a lot cheaper 
to pay two singles wres- 
tlers than four tag team 
wrestlers. If WCW feels 
it should do this to 
remain financially heal- 
thy, then I’m all for it.” 

Willard Fleetwood, San 
Antonio, TX: “It cer- 
tainly is a mistake! Tag 
teams have become 
such a staple in wres- 
tling. Back in the late- 
1980s, tag team wres- 
tling was on the verge 
of becoming more pop- 
ular than singles com- 
petition. The action is 
faster paced in tag 
wrestling because the 
wrestlers have a chance 
to rest while their part- 
ners are doing the work. 
It’s also much more 
suspenseful. Will he 
make the tag or is going 
to be pinned? I hope WCW reconsid- 
ers its position.” 


tes 


The Steiners are already having problems getting along these days. Perhaps it’s due fh part to the 
fact that WCW is slowly de-emphasizing tag team wrestling and Scott is starting to question if 
staying with his brother might hold him back. 


Sarah Sweepy, Munising, MI: “This 
is a terrible decision. Look at what 
it’s already done to teams like Rick 
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and Scott Steiner, Harlem Heat, and 
Public Enemy. The Steiners finally 
won the WCW World tag team title, 
then no one paid any attention to 
them. No wonder Rick and Scott are 
arguing. Booker T got the hint and 


“Is WCW making a mis- 
take by de-emphasizing 
tag team wrestling?” 


went after the TV title, but where 
does that leave Stevie Ray? And 
Public Enemy have gotten the worst 
deal. Now they’re relegated to hosting 
‘The Big Boys Shopping Network.’ 
What a travesty!” 


WRESTLE AMERICA 


Harlem Heat’s Booker T holds Kevin 
Nash while Stevie Ray punches him in 
the midsection. A lot of fans will miss 
the dynamics of tag team matches 
if WCW continues to de-emphasize that 
division. 


tables. But can competitors such as Johnny Grunge and Rocco Rock make the 


transition to singles? 


June/1998 


Steve Burton, Los Angeles, CA: “I 
don’t think it’s a big deal. 1 don’t mind 
seeing the Steiners and Harlem Heat in 
singles competition for a change. If it 
makes the singles ranks stronger, then I 
guess it serves a good purpose. Besides, 
it isn’t as if WCW is getting rid of tag 
team wrestling altogether. There will 
still be tag matches, but I guess there 
will be fewer wrestlers who actually 
specialize in them. It’s not a great loss.” 
William Chesterton, Des Moines, IA: 
“I always thought a tag team match, 
regardless of the wrestlers involved, 
could stimulate an otherwise boring 
card. There are just so many more 
dynamics that come into play in a tag 
team match. Just think if the major pro- 
motions de-emphasized tag team com- 
petition 15 years ago. There would have 
never been The Road Warriors, The 
Rock °n’ Roll Express, The Midnight 
Express, or even The Outsiders.” 


Brittany Boon, Morehead City, 
NC: “I think a lot of tag team wres- 
tlers are just guys who can’t hack it 
in singles. Sometimes I see wrestlers 
with only average ability teaming 
with fairly talented guys who then 
lead them to the top. There are so 
many times when I see mid-carders 
holding tag team titles they don’t 
deserve. Go ahead, WCW, get rid of 
it!” 

Jay Onley, Boise, ID: “1 hate to see 
any division struggling for recogni- 
tion. The light heavyweight division 
is finally taking off in the major fed- 
erations, for example. But let’s face 
it: WCW airs at least 10 hours of pro- 
gramming every single week. Tag 
team matches require twice as many 
wrestlers. I’m sure it’s much easier to 
fill the schedule with singles match- 
es. What’s wrong with man vs. man 
anyway? a 


MAKE BiG MONEY 
I PRO WRESTLING § 


Whether you want to be in the 
wrestling spotlight or make money behind 
the scenes, this book was written for you!! 
Co-authored by wrestling superstars KING 
KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY BOY” 
LARRY SHARPE, HITTIN’ THE MAT 
contains everything you need to know to 
prepare for a wrestling or non-wrestling 
career in this exciting business. GUAR- 
ANTEED! Whether you want to make 
money in the wrestling industry or just enjoy 
watching, this book is a must! Act now and 
receive the following FREE bonuses: ' 


1. Autographed, personalized picture of 
KING KONG: BUNDY and “PRETTY 
BOY” LARRY SHARPE. 


2. Informative guide describing dozens of 
non-wrestling positions. 


3. Money-saving coupons for wrestling 
publications, training, equipment, memor- 
abilia and more. 


Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 
(Add $5 outside U.S.) 


DON’T WAIT! ORDER TODAY! 


Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 
704 BROADWAY, #188D 
MANTUA, NJ 08051 
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_For period ending January 30, 1998 


STCHOOOHTSSESHOHEHOSHSOHEHHESHSH SOO EHEOTHSEEOEHE SE OSEEEEEOESOTHEEEESEEEESTSESESEEEEEH OES 


RANKING M Cl ——-12-1H THE SKINNY 
1. Shane Douglas - 8 l Serious elbow trouble 
2. Taz = 15 2 Consistently great Loy 
3. Sabu + 10 2 Injuries don’t faze him SABU 
4. Tommy Dreamer SE 3 Always near top 
5. The Sandman an | ] Keep on caning Questor ANIC MES ue) 

inol bind most often defies logic and 

6. Bam Bam Bigelow + 3 3 Showing his mean streak medical explanations? Of 
7. Rob Van Dam + 2 6 Has WWF called? course, the answer to the 
8. Justin Credible = 2 8 Incredible improvement first part could be any one of 
9. Jerry Lynn | 9 Better without the mask arn ae CRC a sual Put 
: there’s only one who regular- 

10. Al Snow + a Gis! Head-ing to the top iv challenges-the better judg: 

MUSIC CITY ment of most doctors, and 

POSS HSOHSEESHHEHSESEEEEHHESOHOOEHESEEHESHHSHESEHEEEEHEEH ESHEETS HEEEEEEEEEEEEHESEEEEED that’s Sabu. 

RANKING M Cl 12H THESKINNY iota ne Eee eis 
1. Wolfie D ~ 2 l Finally a singles champ to remain near the top of the 
2. Terry Golden : 2 1 Wants the gold back ECW heap with his latest 
3 Flash Fl v 9 3 Style i flash accumulation of injuries, 

ee anagan + lyle fs... wld most notably, his broken jaw, 
4, Colorado Kid = 2 2 Not a Kid anymore which occurred during a tag 
5. Steven Dunn = 2 5 Where is Well? team match that pitted him 
6. Frenchy Riviera + 2 6 True Frenchman? and Rob Van Dam against 
: The Sandman and Tommy 

7. J.C Ice + l 7 Wants his shot TipSeneiCIa: WHR  MIGe: 
8. Reno Riggins 5 | 8 Wily veteran sachusetts. Sabu attempted 
9. Billy Travis . 2 5 Hitting sour notes a triple jump moonsault, but 
10. Shane Eden . l 10 Watch out for him landed short, smacking his 


SOOO CSO STOO SSO SSSSSSOHSHES SHEESH HTSSESEHSES ESTOS EOESEHSOEESSESEHEESOEOESESHSS SEES EEESE 


M=momentum; Cl=consecutive issues in ratings; 12-IH=12-issue high 
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jaw on a table leg. He then 
rose up, bloody and spitting 
out teeth, and headed to the 
dressing room. Most wres- 
tlers would have packed up 
for the hospital, but not 
Sabu. He taped up his mouth 
and returned to the ring to 
finish the match. He and Van 
Dam went on to win the 
match. 

And he has been doing 
great in matches with the 
likes of Sandman and Taz 
ever since. Amazing! 


WRESTLE AMERICA 


Now you can go head-t 
with the editors of PW/in the 
trivia match of your life. If you 
can answer seven consecutive 7 
questions correctly without ss % 
getting pinned, you will have 
earned the title “Undisputed 
Wrestling Trivia Champ” and 
WIN EVERY WRESTLING 
PAY-PER-VIEW FOR A YEAR. 
PLUS: Each month, five 
runners-up will receive a grab 
bag of wrestling magazine 


back issues. 


ALL NEW QUESTIONS! 
If you can answer the following questions, you could be the next winner and 
RECEIVE EVERY WRESTLING PAY-PER-VIEW FOR THE NEXT YEAR! 


ACTUAL QUESTIONS 


The voice of ECW is ...? 
1) Joey Styles 

2) Paul E. Dangerously 
3) Tommy Dreamer 

4) Bill Alfonso 


The Undertaker was once tag 
team partners with ...? 

1) Lou Albano 

2) Sgt. Slaughter 

3) Rick Steiner 

4) None of the above 


Lex Luger is also known as ...? 
1) Totally Awesome 

2) The Six Pack 

3) The Total Package 

4) None of the above 


True or False: The Giant competed in 
the 1988 Summer Olympics as a mem- 
ber of the Austrian basketball team? 

1) True 2) False 


How did you do? If 
you’re up for the chal- 
lenge and want to put 
your wrestling knowl- 
edge to work, call now 
and GO FOR THE 
GRAND PRIZE and 
receive every wrestling 
pay-per-view for a year! 


This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
Wrestling Challenge Rules & Regulations 


Call as often as you like. The contest begins February 15, 1998, and continues 
through July 30, 1998. There is no age restriction to participate. The charge for each 
call is $1.99 per minute. The contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services 
and London Publishing Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No Purchase 
necessary to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. All 
unclaimed prizes will be awarded via a second-chance drawing. The odds of winning 
are dependent upon the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are 
available by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PWi TRIVIA, P.O. Box 
625, Devon, PA 19333. To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correctly 
and you automatically qualify for the Grand Prize of every wrestling pay-per-view for 


one year (maximum retail value is $750.00). Winners will be selected at random from 
the pool of all eligible entries. The Grand Prize will be awarded in the form of one 
payment in the amount of $750.00. It is the Grand Prize winner's responsibility to 
order and pay for each wrestling pay-per-view event. From February 15, 1998, till 
July 30, 1998, a total of one (1) Grand Prize will be awarded. In addition, twenty (20) 
wrestling grab bag back issue packages (five per week) will be awarded (retail value 
$20 each). Advanced Telecom Services will select the winners. London Publishing 
Co. will select the back issues to be included in the arab bag packages. No substitu- 
tions allowed. Direct all inquiries, to Advanced Telecom Services at BCM Box 6424, 
London WCIN 3Xx 


4586/10-97/2-c 
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NEW JACK vs. D-VON DUDLEY: New Jack whacks D-Von over the 
head with a piece of wood during a wild brawl. The repeated blows 
to D-Von’s head opened a bloody gash across his forehead. 


BAM BAM BIGELOW vs. GHRIS CHETTI: Chetti didn’t _ 
have much of a chaneé to gain an offensive against 
the bigger BigelowsBigelow tossed him around the 
ring as he pleaséd and at one point. drove his knee 
into Chetti’s back, leaving him incapacitated. 


ROB VAN DAM vs. TOMMY DREAMER: Bill Alfonso 
assists Van Danyby holding a metalchair in front of 
Dreamer’s face as he attempts a flying kick. 
Dreamer shielded himself with his arms, but he was 
knocked off the ring barrier. 


JeRaay Sie 


JUSTIN CREDIBLE vs. CHRIS GHETTI: Credible has become quite 
an impressive specimen sirice joining ECW. Here he rams into 
Chetti with a shoulderbl 34 ‘Chetti crashing to the mat. 


June/1998 


Bam Bam Bigelow (above) is no longer a man 
standing alone in ECW. He has reunited with 
Chris Candido and Shane Douglas (right) and 
re-formed The Triple Threat. Bam Bam turned 
against the group last fall, 


up his mind (and always the kind 
of man to change his mind at least 
twice a day), Bam Bam Bigelow 
rejoined The Triple Threat in ECW less 
than four months after he had turned 
against the group by accepting a match 
against ECW heavyweight champion 
Shane Douglas and beating him. 
Bigelow rejoined the group on January 
31 at the ECW Arena in Philadelphia 
under similarly unusual circumstances. 
Bigelow had convinced Taz to team 
with him against The Triple Threat’s 
Douglas, Chris Candido, and Lance 
Storm. Bad decision for Taz, who had 


Ni EVER THE KIND of man to make 
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resisted for a while. Bad night for Lance 
Storm, who thought he was about to 
become a full-fledged member of The 
Triple Threat. But since there’s no 
Quadruple Threat in The Triple Threat’s 
future, it looks like Storm is on the outs. 

No Quadruple Threat. No Five Horse- 
men. Got it? 

So Bigelow turned against Taz, then 
helped Douglas and Candido beat up 
Storm, and by the time the night was 
over, The Triple Threat was one big 
happy family once again. 

That is, at least until Bigelow changes 
his mind again. Which should be any day 
now. 

“l’m a member of The Triple Threat for 
life,” Bigelow said, sounding hauntingly 
like an NWO member. “We had our dif- 
ferences, but we’ve overcome them. 

He wouldn’t say how. 
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Justin Credible continues to make remarkable progress in 
ECW, thanks in part to some outstanding performances 
against The Great Sasuke. He initiated a feud with Tommy 
Dreamer in January. 


“| can’t say how, but we have,” Bigelow insisted. 
“From now on, The Triple Threat rules ECW, and 
‘The Beast From The East’ rules ECW.” 

Hmmm ... sounds like conflicting priorities. By 
the way, that was Douglas’ second match since he 
injured his elbow on November 30, 1997, the night 
he beat Bigelow for his fourth ECW title. 

Meanwhile, Justin Credible, the man with the 
just incredible name, is making quite a name for 
himself in ECW. Some might say that Justin 
Credible is already quite a name, because while 
you could look in the phone book and find people 
~ with all sorts of odd names, you’re unlikely to find 
many Justin Credibles. 

The former Aldo Montoya, who accomplished 
very little during his unremarkable WWF tenure, 
has moved up rapidly in the ECW ratings via victo- 
ries over Tommy Dreamer, John Kronus, and 
The Great Sasuke. He isn’t making many friends, 
either. Recently, ECW fans were observing a mo- 
ment of silence for Tommy Dreamer’s grandfather, 
who had just died, when Justin interrupted and 
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began insulting Dreamer. 

It seems that Dreamer’s grandfather was the 
man who encouraged Tommy to get into wrestling 
and even paid for him to attend wrestling school. 
Well, Credible is a lout, and he had to open his big 
mouth and ruin the moment, so you can be sure 
there'll be a lot more Credible-Dreamer fireworks in 
the near future, and you can also be sure that 
they’ll be just incredible. 

At press time, wrestling fans and journalists 
around the world were holding their collective 
breath (not me) in anticipation of “Psycho” Sid 
Vicious’ return to the ring. “Psycho” Sid, who has 
made so many comebacks that nobody believes it 
when he retires and nobody believes it when he 
comes back, was scheduled to wrestle King Kong 
Bundy at the NWA’s Eddie Gilbert Memorial card 
in Philadelphia. - 

Does this mean Vicious will eventually join the 
WWF's “NWA contingent’? 

Of course he will. Vicious didn’t return to the ’ 


“Psycho” Sid Vicious is making another comeback, and 
this time he will be starting in the NWA. Is this something 
about which we should be excited? Depends on whom 
you ask, 
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_ ring to wrestle in the NWA. He returned so he can 
make a third run at the WWF World heavyweight 
title, maybe try his hand at wrestling Shawn 
Michaels again. 

“| feel good and | got big plans,” Vicious said. 
“That's all you need to know for now.” 

But a few days later, Vicious said, “I’m back to 
win. I’ve been away for a while and now it’s time 
for Sid to show everybody what he’s all about.” 
Obviously, Sid’s ready. He’s already referring to 
himself in the third person. 

Potential problems in Music City Wrestling: 
Wolfie D recently captured that federation’s North 
American title by beating Terry Golden. Now J.C. 
Ice, Wolfie’s old tag team partner in PG-13, is 
making noise about wanting a title shot. Wolfie 
said that shouldn’t be problem. My prediction: 
These two will be feuding again by the beginning 
of the summer. 

A few people told me that a recent four-way 
ECWA match between Mid-Atlantic champion 
Reckless Youth, Ace Darling, Lance Diamond, 
and Devon Storm was one of the best matches 


The feud between tag team partners J.C. Ice and Wolfie D 
two years ago was one of the most heated in USWA histo- 
ry. There’s a chance it will be reborn in Music City soon. 
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Reckless Youth (seen here kicking Ace Darling) had a 
rough time defending his ECWA Mid-Atlantic title in 
January, going against Darling, Lance Diamond, and 
Devon Storm in a violent four-way match. Youth retained 
the title by last eliminating Darling. 


they’ve seen in years. Very violent, very intense, 
extremely fast-paced, and never a dull moment. 
Youth eliminated Darling at the end to win. Storm 
came out of it with a black eye. Look for any one or 
all of these four to make a major impact on the 
sport in 1998. 

News from around the horn: “Surfer” Ray 
Odyssey has returned to the Century Wrestling 
Alliance ... Glen Osbourne beat A.C. Golden to 
win the vacant Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation 
heavyweight title. Osbourne and Golden won their 
respective battle royals to earn the right to wrestle 
for the title ... The Bad Crew won the vacant 
MEWF tag title by beating Jimmy Jannetty and 
Ramblin’ Rich ... Steven Dunn and Reno 
Riggins won the Music City Wrestling Southern 
tag team title by beating Shane Eden and 
Thrillbilly. 

Thrillbilly? 

Oh, my. That's all for now. ‘Til next time, take 
time to enjoy an indy. 

(And do it quickly, before Sid and Bigelow 
change their minds again.) Oo 
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COLLECTOR’S CORNER | 


ei A) 


Wrestling historians, rejoice! Some of the back issues in this ad have not been offered for sale for more than a 
decade—but a recent transfer of warehouse inventory from New York to Pennsylvania uncovered a small 
supply of these classic publications! Obviously, supplies are extremely limited, so all magazines will be sold 
on a first-come, first-served basis only. Prices quoted are based on the rarity of the issue and the number of 
available copies. For speediest service, use VISA or MasterCard or make payment by money order or certified 
check. Please don’t send cash! Don’t miss out on this once-in-a-lifetime chance to own a memorable piece of 
wrestling history! Once they’re gone, they’II never be offered for sale again—so order today! 


WRESTLING 
REVUE 


Published between 1959 and 1964, Wrestling 
Revue is acknowledged as one of the finest series 
of wrestling magazines ever produced. These 
beautiful editions, all edited and published by 
Stanley Weston (founder of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated, The Wrestler, and Inside Wrestling, 
among so many other titles) set a standard for all wrestling magazines that 
followed, and are available now for the first time in many years! 
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Fall 1961 Edouard Carpentier challenges Floyd Patterson, Bruiser ys. Cowboy 
Bob Ellis, The Zebra Kid, killer holds, action at The Kiel, Nick Bockwinkel vs. 
Dr. X, and full-color action of the Bastiens vs. Shires & Nelson. $25 

December 1961 An extensive Buddy Rogers interview, Bobo Brazil, Fred Blassie, 
Pepper Gomez, the Torres brothers, Whipper Watson, “Sailor” Art Thomas, Ricki 
Starr, plus a full-color centerfold of Mark Lewin & Don Curtis. $35 

February 1962 Dick Beyer, Mitsu Arakawa, Edouard Carpentier vs. Lou Thesz, 
Angelo Poffo, a five-girl battle royal, Don and Jackie Fargo, Billy Zabyszko, 
Larry Chene, plus a full-color centerfold of Guy & Joe Brunetti, $30 

April 1962 Wilbur Snyder, Luis Martinez, Madison Square Garden closeup, 
Yulie Brynner, Billy Wolfe, Don Leo Jonathan ys. Pat O'Connor, closeup on 
midgets, plus a full-color centerfold of Bearcat Wright. $30 

June 1962 Eddie Graham, Verne Gagne, wrestlers vs. boxers, Dory Dixon, 
Yukon Eric, Tony Lanza, Lorraine Johnson vs. Kay Noble, Skull Murphy & 
Brute Bernard, The Crusher, plus a full-color centerfold of Red Bastien. $25 
December 1963 The Destroyer, “Maniac” Mark Lewin, Paul Diamond, Ernie 
Ladd, Judy Grable, Bill Watts, Pat O’Connor, Don Duffy, The Scufflin’ 
Hillbillies, plus a full-color centerfold of Lou Thesz. $35 

February 1964 Edouard Carpentier vs. Killer Kowalski, Florida wrestling, Mad 
Dog Vachon, Fabulous Moolah, Fritz Von Erich, Rene Goulet, Cyclops, plus a 
full-color centerfold of Bruno Sammartino, $35 ; 


BOXING [EBanE 
ILLUSTRATED/ 
WRESTLING 

NEWS | 


In November 1958, Stanley Weston launched Boxing Illustrated/Wrestling 
News, an innovative concept in sports magazines. Each issue’s content con- 
sisted of approximately 60 percent boxing and 40 percent wrestling, resulting 
in the most complete magazine for ring afficianados the world has ever 
known. 


May 1959 Boxing: Ray Robinson, James Jeffries, Rube Vargas, Willie Pep, 
Joey Maxim, Denny Moyer. Wrestling: Gene Stanlee, Larry Hamilton, Happy 
Humphrey, “Cowboy” Bob Ellis. $25 

June 1959 Boxing: Gene Fullmer, Jack Britton, Gustav Scholz, Mauro 
Vazquez, Rocky Graziano. Wrestling: Buddy Rogers, Don Leo Jonathan, Hard 
Boiled Haggerty, Omaya Kato. $35 

September 1959 Boxing: Carmen Basilio, the perfect kayo, Tiger Flowers, 
Joe Brown, Paolo Rosi. Wrestling: Edouard Carpentier, Ricki Starr, Enrique 
Torres. $25 é 

October 1962 Boxing: Special edition previewing the Floyd Patterson vs. 
Sonny Liston bout! Wrestling: “Handsome” Johnny Barend, Andre Drapp, 
“Sailor” Art Thomas, five pages of results. $30 

October 1963 Boxing: Cassius Clay, Joe Lynch, Frankie Narvaez, Tommy 
Loughran. Wrestling: Crusher vs. Verne Gagne, Tony Manous, The Dirty 
Daltons, results. $25 y 
February 1964 Boxing: Sonny Liston, Joey Archer, 1963 in review, Cassius Clay. 
Wrestling: Bruno Sammartino vs. Gorilla Monsoon, Emile Dupre, Bruiser vs. Bob 
Ellis, results. $30 
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COLLECTOR’S CORNER | ano man To: 
WRESTLING REVUE 
C] Fall 1961 

(1) December 1961 

LC) February 1962 

C} April 1962 


[| June 1962 


P.O. BOX 910 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 


FORT WASHINGTON, PA 19034 _ the following magazine as a substitute: 


Please send me the collector's editions I’ve checked. I i 
am. enclosing $ as payment in full or have 
provided my credit card number below. (Please refer to 
magazine descriptions for specific prices.) In the event 
any of my requested publications is sold out, I will accept 


APT. 


C) February 1964 


Signature: 


O Check or money order (caclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


NAME 
C] December 1963 
C] February 1964 ADDRESS 
BOXING ILLUSTRATED/ 
WRESTLING NEWS STATE 
oO May 1959 Please indicate method of payment: 
C) June 1959 
C] September 1959 L] VISA (MasterCard 
XC October 1962 Sout Cad ——— 
_] October 1963 Expiration Date: sate 


ZIP 


For all orders outside the U.S. and Canada, 
you must add $1 for every back issue to be 
delivered by ground and $2 for every back 
issue to be delivered by airmail. 
International money orders in U.S. funds 
only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
All sales final. No exchanges will be made. 
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JUSTIN CREDIBLE’S INCREDIBLE 


yy bave Rosenbaum 


VER HEARD OF 
Walker? Probabl 
was just another WWF pre- 
heey wrestler until he upset 


ee eo... 


TRANSFORMAT!ON! 


When he was wrestling as Aldo 
Montoya and P.J. Walker (opposite 
page), Justin Credible (right) com- 
manded very little respect; the lack 
of confidence and especially the 
jockstrap-style headgear didn't help. 


start of a brilliant WWF career, 


But it wasn’t. 
_ Remember Aldo Montoya? 
* Weil, you don’t, do you? At 
- least not too vividly. It's the per- 
~sona Walker created for himself 
- not long after he upset Schyster. 
You still don’t remember? 

All right, now think. Think hard. 
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Of look through your back issues 
of.Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
Weekly. He’s in there, but don’t 
look at the headlines. You'll find 
him buried in the results of the 
arena cards, near the top of the 
listings (which usually means he 
wrestled the opening match), los- 
ing, for instance, to The Sultan in 


He has not only changed his 
name, he’s changed his persona 
and the way he wrestles. ECW star 

dustin Credible is rising 
fast-faster than anybody (including 
Credible!)-could have imagined , 


Anaheim, California (January 11, 
1997), and El Paso, Texas 
(January 13, 1997), getting ham- 
mered by Leif Cassidy (February 
15, 1997), getting sent to South 
Africa so he could fill out a card by 
wrestling Salvatore Sincere (April 
6, 1997), and rarely beating any- 
one that ever amounted to much 
of anything. 

Aldo Montoya, 6’, 225 pounds, 
billed from Lisbon, Portugal. 
Underweight punk. Preliminary 
bum. 

Loser. 
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Credible’s efforts In ECW (here vs. Chris Chettl) have been far more than credible. He has 


impressed almost everyone with his toughness and his drive to win. 


Now stuff him into a telephone 
booth and spin him around a cou- 
ple of times. Close your eyes, wait 
for the cloud of dust to settle, and 
gaze upon this new man, this man 
who has undergone one of the 
most amazing makeovers in 
wrestling history. 

If Aldo Montoya appeared on 
Jenny Jones’ show, the subject 
would be: “I Used To Be A Skinny 
Loser, But Now I'm Kicking Sand 
In The Big Guys’ Faces.” 

“lve never seen a man change 
so dramatically,” said Chris 
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Candido, who knew Montoya in 
the WWF. “He used to wear this 
thing over his head. It looked like 
a jockstrap, and he had almost no 
confidence or killer instinct. He 
avoided getting killed only 
because he was smart and he 
tried so hard, but we figured there 
was no way he was going any- 
where. We used to make fun of 
him in the locker room.” 

Weil, as a Jenny Jones guest 
might say, “You used to laugh at 
me; but look at me now!” 

Look at Justin Credible. 


ble! 
Justin Credible, the former 


toya has scored victories over 
John Kronus, Tommy 
Dreamer, and—his greatest 
upset of all—international 
superstar The Great Sasuke, — 

“He’s a totally different - 


ingly. “I’m impressed. I'd 
even go so far as to say he 
reminds me of ...” ; 
|“... of Steve Austin,” 
| offered Paul E. Danger- 
| ously. “When | saw him, | 
/ said to him, ‘Aren’t you ...?’ 
| And before | could say — 
‘Steve Austin,’ he said, ‘Jus-_ 


‘That's just incredible.” 

Seldom has a wrestler 
been so aptly named. 

in this case, Justin Cred- 
ible’s name describes not — 
only his wrestling style or his _ 
cocky attitude, but his entire — 
transformation, his sudden 


when it looked for a long time 

"| like he was nothing more than — 
a preliminary bum collecting a 

| regular paycheck. 

“And it’s all a work in 
"| progress,” said Jason, 
| Credible’s manager, who © 


he’s changed in six months, — 
wait until you see him in 
another six months. Our goal is to 
turn him into world champion — 
material.” ae, 

The clean win over Sasuke late 


last year was extremely impres- 


sive ... and a little bit surprising. ; 

“| surprise myself sometimes,” 
Credible said. “Just think: A year 
ago, | was barely getting by in the 


WWF. Now I'm shooting to the top 


of the pack in a major federation and 
having stories written about me in a 
major publication. It's a dream come 
true, but | always knew it would hap- 
pen eventually. It's just ...” 
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He’s just ... well, incredi- © 
Wrestling under the name is 


P.J. Walker and Aldo Mon- 


man,” Candido said admir- 


tin Credible.’ And | said, — 


} emergence as a rising star 


| bills himself as “The World’s 
Sexiest Man.” “If you think 


. “No! Don’t say it! We know what 
sk< 


individuals I’ve ever seen,” said 
Nicole Bass, the bodybuilder who 
has become part of Credible’s 
. entourage. 
_ Wait a second! Before Ms. 
__ Bass says another word! 
_. PJ. Walker/Aldo Montoya .. 
: “entourage? 


who has been a frequent guest on 
Howard Stern’s radio show. 


er Sasuke with. several more 


ownright vicious. 


_ before,”’Credible said. “I had to 
ee learn how to want to win. | had to 


Credible (headlocking 
Tommy Rogers) has 
improved vastly in the 
past six months. His 
manager says just 
wait—he'll be even 
better six months 
from now! 


June/1998 


“He one of the most amazing 


_ “Yes, entourage is the word, 
and it's getting bigger,” said Bass, 


is “When you have talent and charis- a 
ma like aHSHD, people just follow 
ane has repeated his victory — 
ctories. He broke Mikey Whip- 
\ vreck’s. leg with a legbar and ~ 
ragged about it. He's Beene 


“| never had the killer. instinct — 


lf Jerry Lynn thought he was just 
wrestling Aldo Montoya with a new 
moniker, his mind was changed consid- 
erably after this match. 


want it more than anyone else. 
That trip to South Africa with the 
WWF? It was kind of embarrass- 
ing, because it was almost like | 
was an extra, just along for the 
ride to fill out the card. And 
frankly, that’s what | was. | never 
want that to happen again. | never 
want that feeling again of being an 
extra. And it’s never going to hap- 
pen, because | want this more 
than anyone else.” 

Strong words, words you 
wouldn't expect from P.J. Walker 
or Aldo Montoya. Good thing, too, 
because Justin Credible is the 
kind of wrestler who can make 
you forget all about those two. 

“Aldo who?” Credible says with 
a sly grin. 

Precisely. Oo 
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HEIGHT: 6'1” 

WEIGHT: 231 

HOMETOWN: Nashville, TN 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: 
USWA tag team (with J.C. Ice 
as PG-13, 13 times from 1994- 
97); Music City Wrestling North 
American (1998-present) 
BIGGEST STRENGTHS: 
Ability to brawl, intensity 
BIGGEST WEAKNESS: Often 
takes unnecessary risks 
FAVORITE MOVE: Flying 
elbowsmash 

CLOSEST ALLY: J.C. Ice 
MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
Flash Flanagan 

BIGGEST MATCH: Defeated 
Terry Golden for Music City 
Wrestling North American title, 
January 10, 1998 
IMMEDIATE GOAL: Defend 
the MCW North American title 
against all top contenders 
LONG-RANGE GOAL: Drive 
Flash Flanagan out of 
Tennessee 

HE SAID IT: “The wrestling 
tradition in Tennessee is 
awesome. The fans are into it. 
There ain't no way Wolfie D's 
gonna sell out again. 
Tennessee and Music City 
Wrestling is my home.” 


94 


-™ 


> 


TES 


cia, 


— 
ASS 
=. 


aarx 


~ 


€ 


aang 


WRESTLE AMERICA 


WE’VE’ADDED PUNCH TO 


OUR GREAT 1-2 COMBO 


up-to-the-minute coverage of 
the sport in all federations, 
plus Wrestling Bad Guys, a 
“magazine within a magazine”! 
It all adds up to the biggest 
wrestling magazine on the 
newsstands—96 pages of 
pulse-pounding fury and 
excitement! 


D EAL ® Wrestle America provides 


"BE 
40 CRUCIAL 
s CATEGORIES!, 


C) Six issues of Wrestle America saves me 15% off the newsstand price. | am enclosing 
$20.14. Please start my subscription right away! 


CZ Six issues of Wrestling Superstars also saves me 15%. | am enclosing $20.14 to start 
my subscription. 


£) | don't want to miss one exciting issue of Wrestling Superstars and Wrestle America! 
Start my 12-issue combination subscription today! | am enclosing $37.92, a 20% savings 
off the newsstand price! 


(J PLEASE SAVE ME EVEN MORE MONEY! I'm ordering a two-year subscription to 
Wrestling Superstars and Wrestle America—that's 24 issues in all! | am enclosing 
$71.10, a full 25% off the newsstand price! 


_] New _] Renewal 
Please indicate method of payment: 
Ci Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
CL) VISA _] MasterCard 
Card # Expiration Date: 


Signature: 
NAME Send to: 
ADDRESS j P.O. Box 2021, Dept. 9 


Marion, OH 43302 
CITY STATE ZIP? f 


Prices apply in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $24.94 ($35.14 airmail) for six issues; $47.52 


($67.92 airmail) for 12 issues; $90.30 for 24 issues (131.10 airmail). International money orders in U.S. funds 
only for all orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 


LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 


~ _@SUPERSTARS 


WRESTLE 
AMERICA 


4634/12-97/% 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information _ 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling IIlustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 
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‘ Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want,to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
» Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


_ CALL NOW 
IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K.;.0897 555 263 


TF This service ts.available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdom is £1.00. 

Kids, get your parents’ permission. 

, BCM Box 6424, London WCINK3XX r% 4457/08-97 
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